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Principles of Composition and Transmission

in the Lyric of Women Divers' Rowing Song

Cho, Kyu-Ick*

I found out the three compositional principles of choice and
metonymy, similarity and repetition, weaving and borrowing from the
Women Divers’ Rowing Songs. Women divers had to choose Munteul
fitting to the singing situation and emotion. In this case, they need the
principles. What kind of Munteul they choose depends on singer’s
capacity of memory, ability of singing, condition of emotion, rowing
situation, etc. Singers’ choices are connected directly with metonymy
in that singers select special objects and make them relate to the
others. Therefore, choice and metonymy are the principles giving
utility and aesthetic value to composition and transmission of Women
Divers’ Rowing Songs. Repetition of Munteul using similar sounds in
the Women Divers’ Rowing Songs is distinct character. Especially, the
method to heighten aesthetic effect with repeating similar structures of
phrases periodically is a principle of transmission in the majority of
Women Divers’ Rowing Songs. In the long Women Divers’ Rowing
Songs, we can find out the principle of transmission, Weaving.

Probability to be woven complicatedly is expanded in that Women

* Professor, Department of Korean Language and Literature, Soongsil
University, Seoul, Korea.
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Divers’ Rowing Songs are sung by many people together. They use
duplication and creation in this case. Women Divers’ Rowing Songs
are the real examples mixed practical value with aesthetic value in that
the songs are transmitted in the real places of labor. The level of
competence singing these songs and labors’ technique have close
relation. In this reason, women divers has concerned about making and
transmission of these songs. They also concern about aesthetic
elements like heung(#). Therefore, we can say choice and metonymy,
similarity and repetition, weaving and borrowing

as the elements having practical and aesthetic value in the Women

Divers’ Rowing Songs’ making and transmission.

Key Words

Women Divers’ Rowing Songs, Munteul, Metonymy, Repetition,

Similarity, Weaving, Borrowing
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