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The Study on Ongjungsuk (Stone Statue)

kim, Yu-jeong*

Where did Dolharubang (Jeju grandfather stone statue) come from?

It has been one of the most heated debates in terms of Jeju culture
because Jeju is an island. All agree that Jeju culture is unique;
geographically because Jeju is isolated by sea but has its open way
toward sea, as well as geologically because this basalt island of dark
rock comes from volcanoes.

Dolharubang is a very attractive stone statue. There, however, has
been a controversy over its origin. Some people say it came from a
foreign place; either from northern country or southern one. Others say
it came from Jeju itself. But all these arguments were very emotional
because the assumptions were mainly based on folklore aspects, some
old documents or similarities in shapes, without comparing these three
kinds of forms above. It is not important whether it 1is
foreign—originated or self-originated, because there have been
exaggerated assumptions and opinions in tracking down the origin and
also the lack of comparison study on stone statues from Mongolia, Bali
and such areas, which is considered a big mistake. Another mistake is
that the study has been conducted not in regards to art history but from
the theoretical perspective of cultural exchange or cultural anthropology.

It gives us an impression that the study is only half way done.

* Art Critic



Particularly it is absolutely necessary to respect the historical
process from stone statue masters to modern day sculptors, otherwise,
the result of the study may end up being somewhat unreliable.

Accordingly, Dolharubang should be discussed first within a culture
where it was created because generally the stone-statue culture is
formed in its own and the cultural connection within the same cultural
area needs to be confirmed.

The fact that Dolharubang in Chinese character is Ongjungsuk(£5ff
i) requires us to consider the same cultural area or neighboring one.
The further the area being surveyed extends, the slower that culture
will spread and the more likely it will vary from it’s original true form.

Conclusively it is clear that Dolharubang didn’t come neither from
the northern part nor from the southern one, given its function as well
as formative aspect. The name, Ongjungsuk, seen in documents, iS
presumably also influenced by Sino—centrism. When Ongjungsuk first
appeared, it stood for a Chinese guardian god, but later its name was
used for stone statue guarding tombs, any totem poles on the streets
and so on without distinction, which hints that it was a common name
for any stone statues in the past. Dolharubang is the center of Jeju
culture and is closely linked to an adjacent stone-totem pole culture, in
the southern part of the Korean peninsula. Pastor Kim Monggyu was
not a native of Jeju but he came to Jeju as a governor from the main
land. As he made some Jeju stonemasons carve the stone statues from
what he had heard and seen, I come to a conclusion that it is
appropriate to consider our adjacent cultures as a slight reflection of

our own.

Key Words

Ongjungsuk, Dolharubang, culture, foreign-origination, stone statue,
totem pole, sculptor, skill instruction, origin
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