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Abstract

Patriarchal Theology and the Female Deities of Fertility
in Korean Mythology

Jeong, Jinhee

The purpose of this study is to gain a hetter understanding of the
female deities in korean mythology who give the blessing of fertility
such as rich harvest, childbirth, wealth and richness, etc. In order to
accomplish this purpose, it examines the generally accepted
mythological idea that the female deity of fertility is the mother
goddess in patriarchal societies who had been The Great Mother in
matriarchal societies in ancient times. The question that the features
of female body such as ‘motherhood’” or ‘maternity’ can be the origin
of their divine power for fertility is examined.

In myths about goddess of agriculture such as <Danggeumaegi( &
=ol7]; shaman song about goddess Danggeum)>, <Segyeong-
bonpuri(A78++#°]; shaman song about the goddess of agriculture)>,
the owner of divine power is the male deity. The role of the female
deities of fertility is a mediatrix between the divine and human
beings or a bringer of divine blessing such as sacred seeds. The
female deity follows the orders of the male deity, or appropriate the
power of male deity in other myths about childbirth or richness.

The root of fertility blessing given to human beings by female
deities, is not the female features such as ‘motherhood or ‘maternity’
but the productive power of the male deity. It means that korean
mythology is based on the patriarchal theology. The results of this
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study suggest that the female deities of fertility are not from The
Great Mother who has been regarded as the ancient deity in
matriarchal societies, and the female deities of fertility have been
appeared according to marginalization of women under the patriarchal

social orders.

Key words : myth, the Female Deities of Fertility, The Great Mother, mother goddess,
productive power, gender, patriarchy, <Danggeumaegi{==-<171]; shaman song
about goddess Danggeum)>, <Segyeong-bonpuri{ 474 #-&o]; shaman song
about the goddess of agriculture)>, <Halmang-bonpuri{ & 42-Zo]; shaman
song about the goddess of pregnancy and childbirth)>, <Chilsung-bonpuri{ 24
H.2ol; shaman song about the goddess of richness)>, ‘Yeongdeung(<ds: the
deity of flourish wind)’
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