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Abstract

Stereotyping the Evil Female Figures based on

Munjeon-Bonpuri

-with a Focus on Noiljeodae—gwyil—

Lee, Ji—young

This paper explores the characteristics of Noiljeodae-gwyil(Noil)
as a model of an evil female. Since an evil figure like her rarely
appears in mythic stories, we examined several different versions
of <Munjeon-Bonpuri> to study her characters and evil activities.
In doing so, we first summarized the story of the original version
and compared it with other versions. The whole story is divided
into the story of 'the conflicts between wife and concubine’, the
story of ’the conflicts between former wife's children and step-
mother’, and the story of ’resurrection of dead mother and
occupation of deity.’

Nolil is the key figure in the myth. She Kkilled the first wife of
Namseonbi and further attempted to kill his seven sons from
former wife. But the youngest of the seven thwarted Noil’s plot of
killing the sons with his wit and the help from several deities.

Noil as an evil female makes a striking contrast and is defiant
against the first wife YeoSan. Noil holds multiple positions stch
as concubine, the first wife, and a step-mother. She is the god of
the foreigner and arrival god, and the god of the tailet of the house
as well.

Wickedness of her behaviors can be classified in three groups-
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1) destroying the order and happiness of the Namseonbi’s family,
2) making Namseonbi powerless and destroying his life, and 3)
killing the first wife and the seven sons from former wife. The
idea of avenging these evil behaviors of hers becomes highlighted
toward the end of the story.

Based on the review of evil conducts of Noil, we present the
five characteristics of an evil female figure. First, she enjoys
herself. She is good at the Baduk game, enjoys gambling, and is a
skilled dancer. Second, she seduces males, IS aggressive in love
affairs, and is very much jealous. She is faithful to her own
feelings and clever. Third, she is never a good housewife, not like
YeoSan. Fourth, she is a lier and is very deceptive. She is at the
same time very calculative. Finally, she is cold-blooded, killing
people.

These characteristics of Noil are not consistent with the evil
female figures appearing in other family novel. This is believed to
be related to the multiplicity of her character, which includes the
first wife, concubine, and step-mother, all for one single person.
Therefore, the evil nature of Noil has to be differentiated from the

evil female figures in other stories.

Key words : vilain, characteristic, concubine, step-mother, family relation, Noijsodag-gwyil



