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m Abstract

A Study on the Ritual of Exorcism Play and Mask Play

- Based on Victor Turner's theory of social drama

Yang Jin—Young*

Noting that exorcism play and mask play are different in their ritual
nature, this paper aims to examine their ritual through the social drama
theory of Victor Turner, a cultural anthropologist. Turner views every
incident in human history as a social drama and interprets it based on
the four-step structural theory of breach, crisis, redressive action, and
reintegration. In particular, he believes that the redressive phase takes
place through a ritual solution rather than a legal or political solution in
the village community.

Based on such Turner’s theory, Chapter 2 analyzes Yeonggamnori,
Jeju's typical exorcism play, and explains the process leading to
reintegration in accordance with peaceful ritual. Chapter 3 then analyzes
the Puppet Play on the same principle and examines that redressive
action is being resolved through a sacrificial ritual in the case of this
play. Chapter 4 checks whether the results from the previous two plays
show similar aspects in other traditional plays. To this end, the
exorcism play will be analyzed for Jeju's Seocheon Flower Play,
Junsangnori, Segyeongnori and Sanshinnori, while the mask play will
include Bongsan Mask Dance, Yangju Byeonsandae Play, Goseong
Ogwangdae and Hahoe Mask Dance. As a result of these studies, it is

* Ph.D. program in Korean Language and Literature at Sogang University
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the main point of the study to prove that exorcism play and mask play
are different in their ritual nature. However, this research is only in the
stage of seeking differences in its ritual, and the review on the
historical and social causes of differences is left as a research task at a

later date.

Key words : Victor Turner, social play, exorcism play, mask play, Yeonggamnori,

Puppet Play.
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