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A Study on the Characters in Kim Seok-beom’s novel

Kim, Jeong-hee

Department of Japanese Language and Literature

Graduate School, Kangwon National University

Abstract

The purpose of this dissertation is to examine how Kim Seok-beom, a Korean-Japanese writer,
has shaped the stories of people who were oppressed and alienated in historical reality. In this
novel, the neighboring people are chosen, who play the role of 'I' and 'my other self’ as a
Korean—Japanese in the background of historical and political events. Based on their life,
questions about historical reality are literarily raised in the novel.

The meaning of T, the main character in Kim Seok-beom’s novel, can not be thought
separately from the situation of ‘the Korean—Japanese.” The T as a Korean—Japanese is a man
living in the boundary between South and North Korea, and the Korean-Japanese society and
Japanese political environment. The world of Kim Seok-beom’s work is a space where the
existence condition of the stateless Korean—Japanese becomes the subject for the author to
confirm his thoughts based on historical reality events.

This novel can be divided into three categories: firstly, the fact the author reflects on his
identity in the Japanese society is distinguishing. Secondly, this work has political character to
reveal a sense of nihility from deviance from, and a critical point of view experienced in the
group of the Korean—Japanese. Thirdly, it is a work created to recognize the 4-3 incident in Jeju
Island and overcome the nihilism that the strangers feel in their life as the Korean-Japanese.

Kim Seok-beom uses a method of expressing the reality that the main character 'I' knows
showing the identity and political tendency of the Korean-Japanese. Therefore, the actuality that
he experienced is thoroughly exposed. The story in the work is based on experiences the author
went through, and the subject of expression is not an individual 'I’, but the story of the
Korean-Japanese who lives in social contradiction.

Kim Seok-beom, who was active in the Korean—Japanese organization, fell into a situation
where he could not break away from nihilism due to the Korean—Japanese identity with which
the author could not participate in the construction of the liberated country. In such a situation,
He also got shocked to see the Jeju 4-3 incident through the testimony of a person who escaped
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from the disaster in Jeju Island. Kim Seok-beom created the story with a theme of 4-3 to avoid
the identity problem and inner futility that come from the life of Korean—Japanese.

In the 4-:3 novel of the writer, he built his story through the life of the people of Jeju Island.
Since he did not experience the 4-3 incident, the author imagined the situation of 4-3 incident as
fiction. Throughout this novel, the author tries to ask how to live in the reality of pain and
violence and to find the meaning of existence of Korean—Japanese

Kim Seok-beom, who left Jochongnyeon, the pro-North Korean residents’ league in Japan in
1968, began his full-scale authorship in the 1970s using his own creative Japanese language,
From this time on, he literarily shaped the agony about the identity of the Korean—Japanese T
along with the critical view about the Korean government and the association of the
Korean—Japanese. Kim Seok-beom is a Korean-Japanese literary man in Japan who was trying
to find a new breakthrough from a skeptical thought on ideology such as language use, his
nationality, and meaning of his home country.

The existing studies on Kim Seok-beom'’s literature have focused on the political tendency of
the writer by linking the analysis of the type of characters appearing in the representative works
to the 4-3 and ideological ideas. In these analyses, but there would be a concern that the free
spirit of literature dealing with the human emotions and reality of the world inside the work
could be neglected.

Kim Seok-beom set up a character of a Korean—Japanese man who reflected his appearance
in the novel and tried to express the situation of reality by using the imagery ideas with
literary methods such as dreams, illusions, smells, odors, and flow of consciousness.

In his works after the departure of the Korean-Japanese organization, he explained how he
was developing his political experience in Japan in the story, why the artist envisioned 4-3 and
lived a homeland-oriented life. The critical consciousness of the historical reality seen in the
world of works and the imaginative ability to reorganize historical events were based on the
writer’'s sense of reality and ideas.

It was meaningful to study Kim Seok-beom’s work in the current situation of the division of
the Korean Peninsula, focusing on the issue of the historical matters dealt with in Kim
Seok-beom'’s literature and seeking the direction for the integration of ideology of South and
North, and Left and Right.

[] Key Words

Korean literature in Japan, the General Association of Korean Residents in Japan, Jeu 4 -3, 4-3

novel, return, conversion, Kim Byeng-sik incident, Hanshin education incident, Literary formation,

politics and literature

- 133 -



	목   차
	Ⅰ. 서론 
	1. 연구 목적 
	2. 연구사 검토 
	3. 연구 범위와 방법

	Ⅱ. 재일조선인의 삶과 형상 
	1.  재일의 근거와 의미
	2. 「허몽담」에 나타난 동화 문제 
	3. 「밤」에서 귀환의 의미  
	4.  꿈·냄새·취기·의식의 흐름에 나타난 심상풍경 
	5.  갈등 해결 서사

	Ⅲ. 조직 체험 전후의 재일조선인 형상 
	1.  언설공간으로서의 조직 
	2.  조직 내 사건과 창작 활동 
	3.  위장 전향 문제
	4.  니힐리즘과 조직 이탈
	5.  문학으로의 전향

	Ⅳ. 재일의식과 4?3 소설
	1.  재일의 시각에서 제주도
	2.  4·3 소설의 원형과 작가의식 형성
	3.  4·3 소설과 자기 구제
	4.  소설에 나타난 저항 의식
	5.  4·3 소설의 의미  

	Ⅴ. 재일 체험과 작가 의식 
	1.  실존의 서사화
	2.  재일 체험과 문학적 형상화
	3.  4·3 정명을 위한 김석범 소설 읽기

	Ⅵ. 결론
	□ 참고문헌 
	□ 저작연보
	□ Abstract 


