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Abstract

King Jeongjo’s Governance Theory on Jeju
KIM HO

This article examined Jeongjo's governance theory on Jeju in several parts. After
his accession, Jeongjo selected four major projects of Joseon: civil production,
cultivating the talented, military affairs, and national finance. This article then
arranged how each goals were applied on the governance in Jeju. First, Chapter
2: Territory covers historical perception of King Jeongjo who perceived Jeju as
an area of active governance. Second, Chapter 3: Fixed Livelihood({7) is about
policy on self-sufficiency on food, which is the basis of public welfare. The true
autonomy of Jeju was only possible when food self-support is realized. During the
famine, Jeongjo promoted fundamental self-reliance of Jeju by not only actively
aiding people but also by reducing local tribute(i# t&). Third, Chapter 4: Constant
Heart(i8:(3) describes education policy. Jeongjo emphasized education to change
the customs of Jeju and expected changes in the people accordingly. Lastly,
Chapter 5: Good-Neighborhood narrates the mutual hospitality of Jeju people who

drifted abroad and foreigners who drifted to Jeju.

Hence, “Chapter 2: Territory -Jeju as a frontier” explains why Jeongjo defined
Joseon as the “Great East(A%)" and pointed out Jeju as a important area of
the Great East. In “Chapter 3: Fixed Livelihood({8f) -basis of life” organized
how Jeongjo strived to fundamentally stabilize food production in Jeju, while
sending an official to investigate geography and local products of Jeju. Aiding and
reducing local tribute was the core of governance on Jeju. “Chapter 4: Constant
Heart(i&() -moral transformation and voluntarism of commoner” organized the
Enlightenment Theory of Jeongjo, which clarifies humanity through education
and encourages voluntarism for commcommunity He wanted people who readily
devote themselves for community like Manduk and Yang Jae-hae. Jeongjo thought



the voluntarism of commoner is the goal of Joseon as civilized country. “Chapter
5: Good-Neighborhood-hospitaity of castaway” deals with drift in oceans around
Jeju. Waters surrounding Jeju were often used as sea route for not only connecting
mainland Joseon and Jeju, but also connecting CChina-Japan and Japan-Ryukyu.
Thus when castaways came to Joseon, Jeongjo treated them on the basis of
great righteousness(x). It was because if Joseon people were able to be treated
humanely and return home safely, then foreign castaways had to be treated in the

same way.

As chief state councilor(Yeonguijeong, 48:%HK) Lee Byeong-mo mentioned,
Jeongjo's love for Jeju was more earnest than in other regions in Joseon. He
planned politics from people-centered politics(R]) to democracy, and from the
monarchy to the republican ideal. Jeju was one of the political experiment sites of
Jeongjo. If Jeju’s fixed livelihood is stabled, then the enlightenment of Jeju would
continue, and when each people in Jeju restore brilliant virtue(BgE), there could be
an opportunity toward democracy. Jeongjo's governance theory on Jeju was aimed
for this.
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