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Abstract

A Study on the Formation of Chinese Society in Jeju and its living
activities
— Centered on the initial migration process and economic activity during the
period of Japanese occupation —

Yang, Se—Young"

This study aimed at illuminating the origins of overseas chinese in Jeju(Jeju Hwagyo),
the process of migration and their living activities during the period of Japanese
occupation. As a result, the scope of local Hwagyo research is expected to expand. The
main facts revealed through the study were as follows: First migrants were technology
workers, such as carpentry and stonework, unlike other regions, and later small—scale
textile shops and miscellaneous goods stores entered Jeju. The migration period of Jeju
Hwagyo is presumed before 1909. Instead of the open port city with good conditions, it
is considered to be considerable pioneering spirit for them to come to the remote island
of Jeju. Second, in the early 1930s, nearly 100 Hwagyo lived, and the Chinese society
was active, and exchanges with Jeju residents were also brisk. Economic exchanges were
made through the business of textile store and Chinese restaurants, and contributions
such as the construction of major facilities in Jeju and regional development projects
were also made. Third, during political and social upheaval such as the Manbosan
incident in 1931 and the Sino—Japanese War in 1937, the Jeju Chinese community was
hit, especially the Sino—Japanese War, which resulted in the departure of many Chinese
from Jeju. As a result, the Chinese society shrank. In addition, the remaining Jeju
Hwagyo during this period shared the same pain with the residents of Jeju, such as
being forced to work pro—Japanese.

In the future, more vivid living history needs to be restored by collecting detailed
information on major figures and shops of Jeju Chinese, and it is necessary to check the
historical connectivity between Jeju Chinese community of this period and after

liberation.

* Professor, Sehan University
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