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| ABSTRACT |

Trends and Tasks of East Asian Maritime History
Studies in the Early Modern

Kim, Taek-kyung '

This paper have reviewed the preceding studies on the early modern
East Asian maritime history, focusing on three keywords: sea, boundary,
and city. The boom in maritime history research on East Asia is reflected
in Korean academia as well. In the 21st century, the importance of the
research on East Asian maritime history has been greatly appreciated, and
related research has been very active.

Until now, we have recognized the seas of East Asia in the early
modern as closed and perceived it negatively. If research on East Asian
seas is carried out as actively as it is now, it could dispel the stereotype
that the seas of East Asia have been closed in the early modern. At the
same time, the view which has been negative about ‘maritime prohibition’
and ‘seclusion’ of the East Asian nations in the early modern would also
face a change. As East Asian countries have formed their own identity
through ‘maritime prohibition’ and ‘seclusion’ in the early modern, a sense
of separation between their countries maritime borders has begun to
sprout. On the East Asian maritime border, the Korean academic
community recently has overcome the situation that has been virtually
barren through the empirical studies. Sea port cities were dynamic spaces

to social groups and merchants that had crossed the national boundaries. I
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am sure that the dynamism and complexity of East Asian maritime world

in the early modern will be explained more clearly through the studies on

the networks of the sea port cities in the future.

Key—words: East Asia, maritime history, sea, border, sea port city
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