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| Abstract |

A Study on self-portrait of COVID-19 Pandemic and

Hyperconnected Society

— Focusing on discrimination against international students
In universities —

Kang, Jin—gu*

The purpose of this study is to examine Korean college students who
are in an unprecedented situation due to the COVID-19 pandemic. To
this end, I analyzed college students' thoughts on foreign students using
text mining techniques under the COVID-19 pandemic where
transnationals feel threatened. The main target of analysis was 1,237 posts
from Chung-Ang University and Jeju National University among posts
related to foreign students posted at Everytime, and the period was limited
from December 1, 2019 to August 31, 2021. In order to compare
Koreans' sentiments toward international students, a comparative analysis
was also conducted with the comments on articles related to international
students on Naver News during the same period. The collected data were
analyzed using packages such as “KoNLP”, “WordCloud2”, “ggraph”, and
“topicmodels” of the R program, and the results are as follows.

First, Korean college students also repeated, expanded, and reproduced
stereo types of Chinese or Chinese international students prevalent in
Korean society, such as “Chakjjangjukjjang”, “Jjangkae”, “Jotseonjo”, “China
Gate”, and “Wuhan pneumonia”.

" Research Professor, Cumda Humanities JEJUNU
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Second, Korean college students showed an attitude of disapproval rather
than consent and rejection rather than acceptance of the existence of
international students who share space with them or changed university
system amid the global trend of transnational and hyperconnected society.

Third, Korean college students defined the inappropriate behavior of
some international students related to COVID-19 as an attribute of the
group, not an individual problem, and expressed extreme hatred toward
the group.

Fourth, Korean college students’ discrimination against foreign students
requires special attention in that it is a self-defense of them who have
endured the ‘era of interregum’ while left unattended in anxiety and

threats.

Key—words: Text mining, College students, International students, Everytime,
Discrimination, Hate speech, COVID-19, Pandemic
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