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< Abstract >

Lee Seong-hun. 2005. Transmission and Variation of <Women Divers’ Rowing
Song > in Western Gyeongnam Province. This study is on transmission and
variation of < Women Divers' Rowing Song> in Western Gyeongnam Province. In
1889, women divers in Chejudo came to the mainland to work for certain period in
Cheongsando, Wando, Busan, Yeongdo, Geojedo, Dolsan, Gijang, Woolsan and even
in Gyeongbuk Province. In the sense, it is safe to say that the women divers from
Chejudo began to temporarily leave their home for other work places as early as the
late 19C in eamest, and accordingly < Women Divers' Rowing Song>> also began to
spread to the mainland at that time. As for Geoje City and Sacheon City in Western
Gyeongnam Province, rowing a boat singing <Women Divers' Rowing Song>
continued till the late 1960s when a power boat was newly introduced.

Women divers, who were born in Chejudo and moved to Western Gyeongham
Province for work, learnt < Women Divers' Rowing Song> when swimming to the
workplace on the coast from Chejudo or when rowing to the workplace in new
working environment. Most of the women divers who settled in Western Gyeongnam
Province turned out to learn the song when working in the mainland after leaving
their home town.

Women divers who had leamt < Women Divers' Rowing Song> when swimming to
work in Chejudo sang only fragmentary part of the song. It is because the distance
they had to swim from the seashore to their workplace on the coast was short and
they had to sing in waves, with only short time to sing <Women Divers' Rowing
Song> available.

On the contrary, those who had leamt < Women Divers' Rowing Song> when going
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to their workplace from the mainland by boat could sing relatively longer part of the
song. It is aftributed to the fact that they rowed to small islands on the coast for
relatively longer time in Western Gyeongnam Province, with longer time to sing. The
song could be even richer depending on personal characteristics of the singer, which
is believed to be correlated to singer's words-creating ability and singing ability.
The words of <Women Divers' Rowing Song> passed through in Western
Gyeongnam Province showed several features, such as variation in nouns, connective
suffixes of inflected words, and auxiliary words, as well as the refrain changed into
2 metrical foot structure.

Through this study, it was confirmed that the singers, who were bom in Chejudo but
lived in Gyeongnam Province for long time or who were born in Gyeongnam
Province and shortly lived in Chejudo but whose parents were from Gyeongnam
Province, were under linguistic environment where they could easily leam dialect of
Gyeongnam Province, thus tended to sing < Women Divers' Rowing Song> in
Gyeongnam Province dialect.

Hyeon Jong-sun was an active singer who could add new content to the original
words of <Women Divers' Rowing Song> transmitted in fixed words, to make a
complete structure of parallelism, while Yoon Mi-ja had excellent words-creating and
singing ability, by dividing <Women Divers' Rowing Song>, which had been
generally sung in a phrase, into two phrases and by extending the words.

Fo): Women Divers' Rowing Song(3j1d = A Xa)), transmission( 4 %),
variation(*d o), refrain($-& ), singing ability(7}+ 35 =)
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