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Cheju Islanders’ Humanistic Perception of Water

Hyun, Kil—-Un
Hanyang University

The purpose of this article is to discuss how people in Cheju feel
about water, focusing on traditional Cheju stories. Water is not
merely the resource for human life but also a basic element in
forming the Universe, Nature and human beings . it is the basis
for creation and its driving power. This universal perception is
represented in Korean thought as well.

The feeling of Cheju people about water is well manifested in the
Kochongtal-hyung story . A Chinese king who was worried about
Cheju where a future king was predicted to be born sent a Pungsusa
to demalish the power of land and as a result, no king was able to be
born in Cheju and water became scarce. This story tells us the
identity of the Cheju people and their life history in connection with
water. In addition, water is the basis of life for people in Cheju and
the driving force which unifies Cheju society. Therefore, protecting
water is to protect the identity of people in Cheju.

This perception of water is in sharp contrast with today's
perception which considers water as a simple resource or means to
earn money. This perception will be an important factor in
discussing water in Cheju in the future.



