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A Study on Cheju Farmers’ Consciousness
Shown in the Agricultural Management
Through Banana Cultivation

Jin, Kwan—hoon
Tamla Culture Rrsearch Institute, Cheju National University

The purpose of this paper is to examine Cheju farmers’
consciousness and managerial decision-making process in cultivating
bananas. Banana cultivation has been made for rather a short period of
time in Cheju province and it has tumed out to be a failure. Generally,
negative evaluation has been given to banana cultivation in Cheju
province. In this paper 1 want to focus on Cheju farmers’ attempts to
cultivate bananas, not the outcome of their banana cultivation. It was a
meaningful and advanced attempt for Cheju farmers to decide to begin
cultivating bananas. Tangerine cultivation has accounted for a large part
of Cheju agriculture. Even now the importance it has on Cheju
agriculture is so absolute that its cultivation is very helpful to Cheju
farmers economically. Cheju farmers have led their lives and earned
more money through the cultivation of tangerines than any other
farmers of other provinces. In this situation, it is natural for them to
avoid making attempts to cultivate any other kinds of crops; they have
stuck to the cultivation of a profitable crop, tangerine, because of their
market-oriented consciousness. This behaviour is called "agricultural
involution”. In this respect, their managerial decision to cultivate banana
may be estimated to be positive and from an aspect of conscious shift,
progressive. Through the cultivation of bananas Cheju farmers have
shown their own subjectivity clearly, rational recognition and
experienced decision-making process for themselves.

The uncertain and risky attempts to cultivate banana were made at
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first and the primary attempts gained some profit through banana
cultivation. But as time went on, the farmers found it difficult to gain
profit through the cultivation of banana. After all, they had to suffer a
lot of initial loss and banana cultivation in Cheju province proved to be
a failure. Generally, when only the result of banana cultivation is
considered, it is likely to be regarded as a failure and given negative
comments. But from another point of view, I want to try assessing the
positive outcome of banana cultivation in Cheju province. Though
banana cultivation failed, The attempt itself to  cultivate banana
provides us with good lessons worth being considered. The experience
of banana cultivation has helped Cheju farmers cultivate other crops and
develop agricultural technique. Farmers have become more rational
through their new attempt and experience. Through rational planning
and efforts in farming, they intended to pursue the change and
development of Cheju agriculture.

In conclusion, banana cultivation was an epochal event in the history
of Cheju agriculture since we can see developmental, advanced and
investing, not speculative, consciousness they showed in the process of
banana cultivation. Therefore, in this regard, the cultivation of banana in
Cheju province needs to be reevaluated with its positive aspects focused
on.@



