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Abstract

The Ecolinguistic Importance of Studying Jeju Dialect

Kang, Jeong-Hui*

This study aims to investigate how to preserve the endangered Jeju dialect,
and to examine the ecolinguistic importance of studying Jeju dialect.

Old forms of Jeju dialect are speedly decreasing recently. Jeju dialect was
earmarked for ‘Critically Endangered Language’ by UNESCO in Sept. 2010.
What Jeju CGovernment and people need have a mind to preserve the
endangered Jeju dialect from now. It is necessary for Jeju Government and
people to provide various policies and programs.

Firstly, Jeju Government has to scout for fluent speakers of Jeju dialect and
upbring them Secondly, Jeju Government must develop Jeju dialect education
program both in school and family. Thirdly, the local mass media of
commumnication has to be interested in Jeju dialect. Fourthly, It is necessary to
support financially and academically dialectologists who study Jeju dialect.

Key Words: Ecolinguistic importance, Critically Endangered
Language, Policies, Dialect education program,
dialectologists

* Hannam University
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