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Abstract

Traditions and Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Seong-eup Folk Village in Jeju.

Choa, Hye-kyung"

As part of the efforts to recover the identity of the Jeju residents, an
establishment of an efficient and specific system to protect the tangible and
intangible cultural assets along with preserving the Jeju Island's traditional
culture is desperately needed.

Such being the case, there is a dire need to protect the tangible and
intangible cultural assets and to restore the traditions of the Seong-eup
traditional village designated by the government as no. 188 as important
ethnic data in 1984. This is the one and only authentic and quintessential
place where various Jeju cultures can still be seen.

Intangible Cultural heritage of Seong-eup Folk Village in Jeju is more than
feasible as it had been the very village where it was the main governing
prefecture called Jeong-eui-hyeon during the Joseon Dynasty for over 500
years. As such, various Jeju culture and traditional scenes have been perfectly
preserved and maintained until now and has an excellent universal value for
all mankind.

The foundation basis to maintain the intangible cultural asset such as the
straw house artisan, traditional food, and Jeju folk songs should especially be
made secure while a designation system to appoint each ethnic villages’
master artisan according to skills and crafts, traditional village festivals, folk

* Jeju Development Institute Jeju Studies Researcher Center
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beliefs, lifestyle related to seasonal customs should be made as well. Only
when this happens can the protection of intangible cultural asset of the Jeju
people with appropriate indigenous characteristics be handed down to the
next generation and will lead to the worldwide recognition of the value of
the Seong-eup Village as a World Cultural Heritage for future generations to
appreciate.

If we were to look for the true value of the Seong-eup Folk Village from
the 10 universal value standards decreed by UNESCO, it qualitifies under 4
standards. *

First, the subject in question has to be a cultural tradition that is in
existence already or if it has disappeared, it has to be peerless or unique in
its qualities at the least. In relation to that, the Seong-eup Village is in
possession of Jeju's unique lifestyle and abundant tangible and intangible
cultural assets. Especially of note is the Jeju traditional straw thatched houses,
Jeju folk songs, Omegi wine, Gosori liquor, Natural monuments, the old castle
ruins, Dolharubang (stone grandfather statues), folk beliefs, folk materials and
numerous other intangible cultural assets to list just a few.

Secondly, there are exceptional cases of construction forms which give
evidence to important stages in human history which are both architectural
and technical along with breathtaking sceneries.

As for cultural assets related to the list mentioned above, there are the
nationally designated folklore data of the Seong-eup Village itself along with
5 traditional houses of Jo Ilhoon, Ko Pyeong-oh, Lee Youngsook, Han Bongil
and Ko Sangeun. In addition, there are the Jeju Province designated tangible
assets such as the no. 5 Jeongeuihyanggyo, no. 7 Ilgwanheon, and the 12
Dolharubang (stone grandfather statues). All these have been preserved in
pristine conditions.

** Data from the Standards for World Cultural Heritage Designation by the
Korean National Commission for UNESCO (http://www. unesco.or.kr)
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Other than the items that are mentioned above, the main building, the
guesthouse, South Gate, West Gate and the fortress area of the whole area of
Jeongeuihyeon Administration Square has been restored to its former glory.
All in all, it is well-maintaining the historical and cultural status of the
village in its original form

Thirdly, they are the representative cases where environments are
threatened when a fixed traditional ground representing the culture or in
how the land or ocean are used through interchanges with the human
environment which has become irreversible.

The Seong-eup Folk Village is located within the mid-mountainous region
while the Oreums (parasitic volcanos) surround the village in all sides while
the Cheonmicheon River flows out to the ocean. As it can be seen, nature’s
scenic panorama are fused well with its cultural assets maintaining its value
to its optimum

The total number of residents here is 1301 (668 men, 633 women)
encompassing 514 households, 247 families (81 families within the castle
grounds, 166 families outside the castle grounds). Economically, most of them
make their livelihoods by cultivating agricultural products such as tangerines,
carrots, potatoes and beans thus maintaining the lives of the Jeju people of
old vividly.

Fourthly, it is related directly to an event or living tradition, philosophy,
principles as well as art or literary works that have universal qualities. These
qualities can be found easily in the intangible cultural assets.

Preserving the Transmission of Intangible Cultural Assets
It is imperative that we come up with policies to restore the living folk

practices which are still in existence today through the preservation of the
transmission of intangible cultural assets. In order for this to happen, the
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firm establishment of the village with a living transmission of cultural asset
should be an utmost priority.

The nationally designated important intangible cultural asset no. 95 the “Jeju
Folk Songs’ have been preserved and transmitted mostly by the Seong-eup
Village as the primary responsible entity. The songs include Odolttogi,
Sancheonchomok, Bongjiga, and the Songs of the Millstone. The Seong-eup
Chang folk songs were originally created within Jeongeuihyeon for 500 years
throughout the Joseon Dynasty and it was natural that these songs were
passed out from the gisengs to the general public.

The traditional labor songs of the Seong-eup region were songs that were
sung inspired by agricultural functions such as stepping on the millet fields,
weeding, cutting grass for feed, and threshing. The people sang these songs
while working to alleviate their hardships.

In relation to the songs that were sung with funerals indude the
Haengsang-sori, Dalgu-sori, Jintogut-sori, and the Kotyeombul-sori. The sound
where the pallbearers sing out loud while carrying the coffin outside the
village until the burial plot is called Haengsang-sori or Sangyeo-sori. The
sound where they dig up the jinto (earth) which will pile up on the burial
mound is called Jintogut-sori and there is the Dalgu-sori which is sung while
patting the mound with a ramming stick. The straw-thatched house building
practices are well preserved in the Seong-eup Village as evidenced by the
most well preserved traditional straw thatched houses has been designated as
the Jeju intangible cultural asset no. 19. The preservation society has been
given the name ‘Seong-eup Folk Village Preservation Society’. In addition, the
artisans who excel in building the straw thatched houses have been
designated as intangible cultural assets and divided into categories of
mokgong (wood), seokgong (stone), togong (earth) and mogong (grass).

When the straw-thatched houses were built in Seong-eup Village, the people
gathered together from all over and helped to build the house together.
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Normeally, the houses would be built with three rooms for the main building
with two annex buildings and a barn.

The straw thatched houses were usually built in spring or fall. When the
house lot was leveled out, the earth kneaded or when the earth was
plastered, the labor songs were sung out to their heart’s content making the
workload more fun.

The Omegi traditional wine’s brewing method was designated as intangible
cultural asset no. 3 on May of 1990 by the Jeju Special Self Governing
Province. The current possessor of this skill is Kim Euljeong,

The sojugori which is a kind of distillatory apparatus is called "Gosori’ in
Jeju language. The traditional wine made of glutinous millet using this
instrument is called ‘gosori-sul. This skill to make the gosori-sul was
designated as intangible cultural asset no. 11 by the Jeju Special Self
Governing Province on April of 199 and the person who is in possession of
this unique skill is Kim Euljeong,

In the past, in the houses which raised horses, on July 14th according to
the lunar calendar, a ceremony to wish for the increase in numbers of the
horses were carried out. This ceremony was also held to pray for a plentiful
harvest of millets and buckwheat where no harmful insects would come.

This was a kind of a Confucius style harbor festival where the village chief
called up the people and appointed the master of ceremony, decided on the
proposals as well as the amount of money needed to carry out the ceremony
and consequently collected the needed funds from the village people. In order
to carry out the ceremony, the 12 masters of ceremonies cleaned up
themselves and it was only then that they proceeded with the execution of
the ceremony.

The seasonal customs as traditional cultures are a very important part of
preserving the ethnic subbase of the Seong-eup Village and a part of the
daily practices which have been kept alive has remained as an intangible
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cultural asset of the 12 divisions of the year.
The preservation policy of the Seong-eup Village should have a priority first

on restoring the ethnic traditions as well as coming up with a long term

plan in effectively preserving and using these traditions so that it will
ultimately lead to a basis of being designated as one of the UNESCO cultural

heritages.

Key Words:

Seong—eup Folk Village, Jeju Folk songs, World
Cultural Heritage, Straw House Artisan, Indigenous
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