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Abstract

Biodiversity and Local Food Movement in Jeju

Hyun, Hye-kyung”

Jeju Island has been designated by UNESCO as Biosphere Reserve, World
Natural Heritage, and World Geological Park. This designation not only
means that Jeju's natural heritage is valuable asset for sustainable Human life,
but also provides an opportunity to review the historical trajectory of Jeju
community development and the way of life of Jeju people.

Jeju Island has been developed as one of Korea's leading tourist attractions
by the central government since the 1960s. Traditional spaces have rapidly
been dismantled during the developmental process. Accordingly, traditional
community lifestyle and natural environment of the commumity have rapidly
been changed. The end of ecologicalcirculation oriented life style that
supported island commumity and subsequent identity crisis, cultural
discontinuation and excessive destruction of environment are ongoing issues.

With regard to biodiversity, Jeju people’s attitude toward nature has been
genuine and important, because it is vital for the survival of community in
an island such as Jeju. Hence, the UNESCO designation of Jeju Biodiversity
Conservation Area enables Jeju people to reconsider their awareness and
utilization of nature. This reconsideration can further be extended to the
revitalization of community and reconstruction of local social organizations.

Jeju Island in the 2000s saw the spread of food-related social actions (food
movements).  Food movements spread widely by civil societies, schools,
government offices. Issues were diverse and complex, and included biological
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diversity, food sovereignty and security, the restoration of ethics and
community revitalization. Although food movements were being deployed in
a combination of many different backgrounds, the fundamental basis of the
movements was reinterpretation of traditional foods in the ecological
circulatory system (which formed the basis of bio- and cultural diversity, and
revitalization of commumity).

During such process, the whole Jeju region, rather than specific areas
designated as Biosphere Reserve within Jeju, was considered as Biosphere
Reserve. In addition, efforts to conserve biological diversity expanded to
include the issue of cultural diversity. To promote biodiversity, there was a
growing recognition that, rather than simply preserving wild animals, the
preservation should be associated with life activities and culture, so that wild
life could be preserved much more efficiently.

The aim of present paper was to examine community food movements and
the resulting changes in people’s awareness in Jeju with regard to
biodiversity. Further, the recognition that biosphere reserve should be
expanded to include the whole Jeju was examined focusing on how this
recognition was reinterpreted in community organizations.

Key Words: Biosphere Reserve, Food movements, Jeju,
revitalization of community, ecological—circulation

oriented life style
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