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Abstract

Conflict and Integration of Jeju Society: Some
Thoughts for the Future of Jeju

Shin, Haeng-chul”

This paper examines the social conflict as a detrimental factor for social
integration and suggests how to overcome current social conflicts to integrate
Jeju society. Public conflict, which has been a main type of conflict in Jeju
since 2000's, could be considered as policy conflict in which value conflict
and interest conflict are mixed. Some public conflicts (policy conflicts) in Jeju
area became nation-wide issues in certain instances as construction of Jeju
naval base, permission of for-profit medical corporation, the April 3rd
Tragedy related projects.

Jeju people perceive the unilateral pushing forward with projects without
residents’ participation as the most important factor for every policy conflict.
It is also pointed out that problems in conflict resolution process are more
important causes for the conflicts. The lack of systematic resolution of
conflicts seems to be the main cause of those conflicts.

The Social Agreement Committee was organized and are operating as an
public management system for social conflict and social integration in Jeju.
Some experts suggest that this committee needs to be given more authority
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and empowerment for its transformation into an independent conflict
managing organization. The Social Agreement Committee should be
independent from the governor and become a decision-making system

Trust, a social capital, is most important for social integration. The low
level of integrity in Jeju public agencies produces the lack of transparency,
and it in turn leads to the low level of trust. Therefore, Jeju public agencies
need to improve their integrity and strengthen the base for trust. In addition,
Jeju people’s consciousness and attitude are important for the integration of
Jeju society and it is necessary to abandon the dichotomy of view and respect
the diversity.

Key words: social conflict, social integration, governance,
resolution methods of conflict, institutionalization
of conflict, Social Agreement Committee, social

capital
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