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Emigration and Homecoming of Jeju Island

Women in Osaka, Japan

An, Mi-jeong*

This paper describes Jeju women’s social-cultural feature which is
involved in from life and living to early emigration, settlement and
homecoming. This is based on the materials by participant observation
and life historical approaching from 2006 through 2007. This study
inspects concentration of Jeju women that centers on Ikunoku(Osaka)
in connection with its regional Chosun market. Chosun market is social
networking area which emigrants have its roots by trade and the
network provided capital.

As this report puts emphasis on three women’s life course, especially
their Muljil, underwater diving was essential means of living, which
connected themselves with social network. In addition, Kye, a mutual
loan club contributed financial succeed to its members.

The aged women make an effort to be connected with their
homeland, Jeju Island, that appeared to be variety of the forms such as
temporarily visitation to hometown, making grave for parent and cash
contribution. This contribution is regarded as moral obligation of
kinship, shows their position of supporters one-sidedly caused by not

being in homeland. As a consequence of obligation of financial support

* Special researcher of Tamla Culture Research Institute, Cheju National
University
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and changing of identity which caused by nationality, their homecoming
means much more than home visiting.

This research deals with Jeju women’s living experience and express
their viewpoint which has excepted from a great discourses. The
researcher assert that Jeju islander in Japan is not an attached group to
Jeju society but the Korean group interacting with Japanese society.
And it indicates the limit of the viewpoint which identifies the nation

and the nation state.

Key Words
Jeju islander in Japan, Jeju women, Emigration, Osaka, Muljil

(plain-Diving), Sponsorship, Homecoming, Nationality
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