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Abstract

A Meaning of the Overseas Chinese's Nationality
and Their Family Dispersal in Busan

An, Mi-Jeong*

History of the Overseas Chinese(Hwagyo) in Korea has deeply been
related to history of North-East Asia and the Cold War in 20th century.
This thesis addresses one's life history which was developed in political
movement among Korea, China, Japan and Taiwan. Macroscopic social
changes among those countries led dramatic changes of the Overseas
Chinese population in Korea. This thesis examined microscopic aspects of
the changes through the life history of the Overseas Chinese in Busan.
Unlike the early stage, political aspect(Korean War) is the most influential
factor on formation of group habitation in Busan which was evacuation
during the Korean War. Busan was the biggest area for the Overseas
Chinese however its population has been decreased since the Korean War.

In case of Ms. H, Chinese Civil War and Korean War and Cold War
have intervened to her family immigration. Although these political
background has made her movement, she hopes to settle down in local
society. The Overseas Chinese in Korea are regarded as different
nationality or different ethnic group but it does not necessarily means that
the Overseas Chinese are 'Chinese (or Taiwanese)'. Ms. R is Korean but
has Taiwan nationality and a member of Overseas Chinese community.
However social boundaries which divides by nationality has become main
factor that foments internal conflicts and tension among families. Likewise,
most Overseas Chinese people who happened to have Taiwan nationality

through the Korean War have different one's native place, current

* Institute of International Maritime Affairs, Korea Maritime University
/ gasirian@hanmail.net
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residence and nationality. This cross—border reflects history and political

landscape.

Key Words Overseas Chinese(Hwagyo), Northeast History, Korean War,
Family Dispersal, Nationality, Life History, Busan
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