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The Exploratory Study on the Flow Experience

of Jeju Festival Participants
- Focused on Yongyeon Night Scenery Representation Festival -

Song, Jae-Ho*- Oh, Sang-Hoon*-Lee, Sung-Eun

This study reviewed the possibility of integration between flow
theory by Csikszentmihalyi and communitas concept by Turner. These
two concepts have been studied in many social science areas, but there
were some limitations of existing researches as a integrated
perspective about certain phenomena such as festival. In this context,
this study aimed to apply flow concept to Jeju festival, Yongyeon Night
Scenery Representation Festival, to analyze the participant’s flow
experience and to review the implementation of the results.

To apply flow concept to festival experience, this study used
Experience Sampling Method(ESM) as the methodology to measure
flow experience. This method is useful in understanding the state of
human’s psychology. The ESM of this study was consisted of seven
times stimuli during the festival experience(September 26, 2008).
According to the flow researches, even five or ten participants can
produce enough reliable data in the simple analysis. In this context, this
study using ESM was designed by six members.

Through the measurement results of the participants’ flow

* Professor, Jeju National University

#% Professor, Jeju National University

+ (Correspondent author) Special Researcher, Tourism, Business and
Economic Research Institute of Jeju National University
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experience in Yongyeon Night Scenery Representation Festival, this
study can infer some implementations from the festival planning and
management perspectives. As the low flow state of festival participants
implied the boredom experience of festival, the lowest time(3rd
stimulus of ESM) among festival programs should be examined in the
future study. Also, as the results of measurement of festival flow, the
research showed that the more residents or tourists participated in
local festival, the more participants’s flow experience became higher.

In conclusion, this study showed some significant implications in
festival-related study areas in that the research paid attention to the
importance of festival participants such as local residents or tourists.
And this study reviewed the concept of flow experience that could be
used to promote the local festival. In the end, this study suggested that
the best way in developing local festivals is to follow the endogenous

development process from the community—driven perspectives.

Key Words

Flow Experience, Communitas, Experience Sampling Method, The
Structure of Festival, Yongeyon Night Scenery Representation Festival
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