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Seok Joo-myung in the History of Science in Korea

: From an Entomologist to a Natural Philosopher

Shin, Dong—Won*

Seok Joo-myung, well-known for his research on butterflies in Korea,
was not only a biologist, but also a liberal arts scholar and natural
philosopher. After graduating from Japan's Kagoshima Agricultural
High School in 1929, he returned to Korea and began studying butterflies.
As known to many, he shared his knowledge on the species and
distribution of Korean butterflies by publishing seventy and more papers
in the field of biology from 1933 to 1950. Since 1945, he expanded his
interest to the Koreanology of butterflies, which included historical and
linguistic studies related to Korean butterflies. His 1949 publication
entitled World Chronology of Natural History as Seen From Korea was
Korea’s first chronological book on the history of science. At the same
time, he studied the use of dialect in Jeju Island and analyzed the
relationship between Esperanto and the Korean language. His biological
research on butterflies and liberal arts studies deal with the problem of
species and variants, and explore disparities from a philosophical/
methodological perspective. The similarity between his research on
butterflies, dialects, and studies on Jeju Island is the adoption of a
universal approach through specialization. He adhered to the scientific
thinking that it is wrong to overlook deviations for the sake of

conformity. He attempted to provide evidence for such beliefs in the

* Professor of Department of Humanities & Social Sciences, KAIST
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world of nature, language, and Jeju. As a result, he reported notable
findings in his research on butterflies, dialects, Jeju region, history of

natural science, and Esperanto.

Key Words

research on butterflies, natural history, the history of science in Korea,

natural philosopher, studies on Jeju Island, esperanto.
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