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A Study on Perception and Use of Gotjawal in Jeju Island
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Abstract : This study intends to consider Jeju island residents’ perception and use of Gotjawal which is a byword
for the natural ecology in Jeju island. Recently, Gotjawal has been significantly emphasized as an air cleaner as well
as a groundwater recharging space in Jeju island, and evaluated as a place with a high conservative value as a
precious forest as well as a very important natural resource in Jeju island. This study provides the discussion
focusing on the status of Jeju island residents’ use of Gotjawal according to the level of their perception, and as a
result, the use of Gotjawal can be classified into the 1st use (Passive use) and the 2nd use (Active use) which were
mainly used by the ancestors in the past and the 3rd use (Destructive use) which is mainly used by the current
generation. In conclusion, this study points out that continuous preservation and utilization of Gotjawal will be only
possible through the 1st use (Passive use) rather than the 2nd use (Active use) or the 3rd use (Destructive use).
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