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A Historical Study of Women Diver in Jeju Island

Park, Chan-Sik(Cheju National Univ.)

"Women divers” were obliged to pay tribute to the King during the Josun Dynasty.
They initially picked seaweed, but they later became "Bibari" who caught ear shells due
to a work force shortage when "Pojak” evaded labor during the late Joseon Dynasty.
The "Ban on Movement to the Mainland," the fact that 'women laborers' could not be
found in other parts of the country and the notion of the "abundance of women" must
be explored in this context. In other words, women were obliged to do the
overwhelming amount of labor on behalf of the men who left Jeju Island. It should
be recognized that the temperament of women in Jeju Island was not inherently tough,
but the women's strong temperament was a result of the shackles of history.

In the early 18th century, regulations on women divers that had subjected Jeju
women to the exploitation of officers were abolished, and the government started to
pay for their marine products such as ear shells and brown seaweed. In the early 19th
century, the system to purchase sea food from women divers was also declared null and
void, and only the "Ocean Tax" was levied. In 1849, the imposition of labor by the
central government was completely eradicated. Finally women divers were set free from
the burden of offering tribute.

In 1876, the opening of a port brought two major changes to women divers in Jeju
Island. After a ban on movement to the mainland was lifted, they moved to other parts
of the country, and got a "taste for money" earned through labor. Meanwhile, their

right to live began to be threatened with the advance of Japanese fishers devastating
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Jeju's fishing grounds. This sped up the outflow of women divers. The self-sustaining
power of the women divers' community was strengthened through community labor,
and labor communities such as "Women Divers' Cooperative” were organized. Women
divers opened their eyes to modern class and national consciousness, going through the
Japanese colonial period. Women Divers' Movement against Japan was a result of these
organizations and consciousness.

In conclusion, women divers gradually cast off the yolk of labor imposed by the
government, and aggressively advanced into the labor market outside Jeju Island. In
addition, they waged active opposition against colonial exploitation. Against this

backdrop, their historical character was formed.

[Key Words] women diver, diving women, Pojak, Dumuak,
offering of ear shells, Ban on Movement to the Mainland, Women
Divers’ Cooperative, Women Divers’ Movement against Japan
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