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Public welfare services and the needs of the Haenyeo and a
comparative analysis
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Abstract The purpose of this study is to suggest the criteria to public welfare service support for improving
life quality of the haenyeo (female divers) through analyzing public welfare services and desires of the haenyeo
in Jeju, Busan, and Tongyeong. Accordingly, research period was set from May 11 to June 21, 2010. The
haenyeo in each region of Jeju, Yeongdo-gu (Busan), Tongyeong-si were selected as subjects. Recording of
interviewing methods was used to recognize current status of public welfare. We analyzed by comparing desires
of the haenyeo to public welfare services by dividing them economically, medically, educationally, and
culturally. As a result of researching public welfare services to the haenyeo in each region, supports for
protection of diving, growing area, public welfare service for aged diving haenyeo, and medical service were
conducted. Tewak protecting net, Seonjinji visiting, and welfare facilities are supported in Busan-si but there is
no support in Tongyeong-si. Therefore, desires of the haenyeo to such public welfare services are as followings:
First, the desires of the haenyeo in Jeju to economic supports are indicated as supports for haenyeo experience
spot, diving suit, and overseas visiting. To educational supports, it is indicated as supports for identity
education, diving disease prevention education, and foreign language education. To cultural supports, it is
indicated as supports for installation of welfare hall and exchange visit to foreign haenyeo culture. Second, in
Busan, there were desires to establish changing room and fishery sales lot and to support diving suit as for
economic supports, desires to support diving disease and medical benefits as for medical supports, desires to
education of diving skill as for educational supports, and desires to establish welfare hall and haenyeo museum
as for cultural supports. Third, in Tongyeong where public welfare services to the haenyeo are very poor, there
were desires to support diving suit and to support changing room as for economic supports, as same as in
Busan, desires to support diving disease and medical benefits as for medical supports
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[Table 1] Discussion for public and personal information
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