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Culture-District Development of the Folksong
Community and Its Regional Characteristics

—Focused on Sandai—

Soon-Il Hong*

This study inquired into a folksong community (Sandai) of island/shore regions
of the Korean Peninsula in the viewpoint of an island, with not only focusing on
culture-district development, but also on historical values that functional change
and semantic endowment have as a local culture in the modern society.

The study first reviewed on the culture-district development of a folksong
community. As a proposition which defines a cultural district, when it comes to
a sea area, four groups of the Southwestern area, the West area, the South area
and Jeju area and the East area are regrouped into five groups of the Southwest
area, Jeju area, the Southeast area, the West area and the East area according the
perspective of island. The folksong community (Sandai) is developed in the degree
on whether people play or not following a funeral regarding religion, ceremony,
petformance and labor in a cultural district. People of Jeung-do, Geomoon-don
(Seo-do) and Namhae-do (Changseon-do, Samdong-myeon) do not play with
Sandai after a funeral service. This becomes the educational place due to the
importance of ceremony. On the contrary, people of Ji-do and Bogil-do perform

Sandai during mourning and after a funeral. This becomes a festive mood which

* Mokpo National University



DIRBSHO RAHN Mot AR SN 45

emphasizes performance.

Next, the study speculates on the local characteristics of a folksong community.
The folksong community (Sandai) realizes membership and communitive spirits
that residents have in the village as it develops by the region of a district. The
folksong community (Sandai), as the after-party of sori-culture which aims at play,
monopolizes poet, song and dance and play by the unification and its activation
on daily activity, production activity, and renewal activity. In addition, it possesses
open genre systems integrating religion, ceremony, play and labor, changes its
specific function, and endows meaning on it.

Last, the study considered the historical value of the folksong community,
Sandai. As a communicative place, the folksong community of Sandai is
worthwhile in that it becomes a place of practice which help people recognize
folksongs, becomes a festive place which expands the function and meaning of a
folksong and serves to possess a village with folksongs. As a communication
space, the folksong community has its significance in being a practical place
where a folksong spirit can be realized, and a song place which expands the
function and meaning of folksongs when performances are conducted, and
exclusively covers villages with folksongs. In particular, the essential meaning can
be found in that it is the node of inspection that becomes in harmony with

‘folksong” and ‘village’, and enables the research on them.

(key words) folksong community, Sandai. culture district, local culture,
island, peninsula, shore, area, development, characteristic,

particularity, universality
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