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{Key conceptsy: Kwendang, Hojukjungcho, Jeju Islands, Marriage Network,
Power Relations

Kwendang (Descent and Marriage Network)
Relations of 19-20C Jeju Islanders

Kim, Chang Min*

This study aims to understand ‘Kwendang’ which is one of the
most important cultural elements of Jeju Islands. To achieve this
aim, I apply ‘Hojukjungcho’ which is written materials including
name, title, age, spouses and other demographic data of villagers.
Analyzing ‘Hojukjungcho,” I have traced household size, family
pattern, marriage network, age gap of spouses, etc. And I found
strong kindred network, so called ‘Kwendang,” which is made by
descent and marriage. Kwendang has the role of power resources.
Most powerful family has most complicated and strong ‘Kwendang’
relation and marginal family has simple and weak ‘Kwendang’
relation. In this context ‘Kwendang’ is not only marriage relation
but power resources which has the role of social positions and

political alliances.

* Jeonju Univ.
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