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Pattern of Marriage Among Local Residents of

Daejeonghyeon( ), Jeju-do, in the 19th Century

: With Focus on Village Daily Record and Census Register

Lee, Seong-im

The purpose of this study was to investigate the pattern of marriage

among local residents in the 19th century based on Village Daily Record(

)(1817 1818)and the census register of Dongseong-ri.

1) Village senior-officials, village officials and governmental slaves, who

were residents verified by the daily record and census register, were

responsible for managing the affairs of local governmental organizations.

Among them, village officials put more emphasis on the marriage within

the same social class rather than the marriage within the same community.

The marriage within the same community was not prevalent very much,

but seemed to be combined with the marriage within the same social class.

Village officials emphasized the cohesion among people of same social class

more than the local proximity. In other words, the marriage was one of the

means to sustain and strengthen the cohesion among them.

2) Governmental slaves were also subject to the power of authority like

other slaves. In other words, they were ruled by local governmental

authorities as they were considered the property of government, and could

not marry freely because they were under the control of local officials or

village officials.

It was a very serious social problem that local officials and village

officials took governmental mistresses as their private mistresses or

concubines. The government attempted to return those governmental

mistresses to their original hometown in vain.

Village officials had more intimate relationship with governmental

mistresses in consideration that they control and supervised governmental
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slaves. They easily turned governmental mistresses into their private

mistresses or concubines, using their power and influence. The number of

governmental slaves increased consequently as local officials and village

officials took governmental mistresses as their private mistresses or

concubines.

3) The chastity(the ideology of chastity) was not a concept internalized

among lower class people in the 19th century. Though divorce was not

institutionalized in Joseon Dynasty, divorce and remarriage were common

among low class people. They did neither consider the faithfulness to single

husband important nor give a significant meaning to the wedding ceremony.

That was because low class people were financially pressed to the extent

that they could maintain the marriage no more. Divorce and remarriage were

common among low class people. Many women remarried with children of

their ex-husbands.


