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In search of the Refuge Palace Site for
the Mongol Emperor, Sunje

Kim Il-woo**

Abstract

Around the year of 1704, Jeju Moksa(4f#), Song, Jeong-Kyu left
behind records indicating that ‘DaegwolgiCKF%E)’ in Hongro-hyun,
which corresponds to today’s ‘Palace Site’ in Gangjeong-Dong, was the
ruins where construction work for a palace had been progressed for over
two years from the reign of 15th year to 17th year of King Gongmin
(1366~1368).

His position as the incumbent Jeju Moksa(#%ff) is thought to lend
credence to his statement about what had happened. Furthermore, today's
findings from research on Jeju's history and archeology provide additional
support for his view made about 300 years ago, that regarded the ruins of
the 'Palace Site' in Gangjeong-Dong as the palace site for Emperor Sunje
to take refuge in. As such, further excavation and investigation should
follow for the ruins of the ‘Palace Site’ in Gangjeong-Dong.

With this, it is equally important to determine the scope of the premise

or domain of Temple Beophwasa, for, besides its being the palace site, it
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seems that Dynasty Ming and Dynasty Koryo led the construction of
large-scale housing complex and houses within the precinct of this temple
in the 1380s so that the refugees of Mongol royal coming into Jeju could
reside and settle there. If the site for the refuge palace of the Mongol
emperor Sunje can be confirmed as this place, this site will gain an
international attention. Along with this, Jeju is likely to embrace the
opportunity to gain a spotlight as the icon for interaction and encounter as

well as one of the main places in the east asian culture zone.
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