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The Drifter of Cheju Island and the Sea Area in
the "Record of Pyoinyeongnaes

Kim, Kang-Sik*

Sea area-based network during the per-modern period diversely
connected major trading ports through the use of tax favors given to
tributary trade based on trading or long-term trading routes at a
national level. On the other hand, sea areas at a private level had
multi-layered and natural characteristics. For this reason, they affected
the base of tributary rule by government officials in Cheju Island to
maintain their influence as sea areas. In this regard, geological sea areas
can be defined through drifting, and the actual conditions of private sea
area system can be clearly understood. Many studies were conducted in
terms of drifting. However, studies on drifters of Cheju Island in the
17th to 18th centuries have yet to produce concrete results. It is due to
the fact that control through maritime embargo imposed in North East
Asia after the Japanese invasion of Korea in 1592 and stabilization of
international order through tributary trade led to reduction in drifters.
However, drifting and private exchanges continued within the geological
sea areas, and drifters of Cheju Island continued to take place in this
regard. Cheju Island continuously served as the center of private sea

areas in East Asia, and it well demonstrates changes in the sea areas.

* HK Professor, Korea Maritime and Ocean University.
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The study was concentrated on verifying the scope of geological sea area
in East Asia through drifters of Cheju Island and examining exchanges
in the sea area through drifters. Toward this end, drifting cases were
confirmed through ‘Record of Pyoinyeongnae’ that helps understand the
actual conditions of drifters of Cheju Island in the 17th to 18th
centuries in order to figure out reasons for drifting, drifting process,
drifting area, stay, repatriation, drifters’ status and drifters’ exposure to
other cultures. Through this, the study aimed to explain that drifting
was a path of cultural exchanges at a private level instead of marine
accidents in the pre-modern period and define the scope of sea areas

and network centering on Cheju Island.

Key Word : Drifter, "Record of Pyoinyeongnaes, Sea Area, Cheju Island, East Asia
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