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<Abstract>

The Myths of Jeju Island and Jeju Women's Identity

Cha, Ok-Soong

Myths are still vividly existing in Jeju Island. Currently, we can find
more or less 360 Dangs(shrines) all around Jeju and more than 500
myths have been handed down from generation to generation through
shaman lyrics. It is remarkable that female deity is mainly worshipped
in the village Dongje(shaman ceremonies) and the number of goddesses
is more than twice of male deity.

These peculiar religious culture of Jeje comes from Jeju women's
tough lives. Jeju women have had to support their family by farming
and gathering seafood under Jeju's tough envionment. As a result, they
had to overcome countless hardship caused by threatening nature. The
various hardships made them economically strong and independent,
while they also forced them to have unyielding willpower to overcome
tough reality and a variety of religious beliefs on the transcendent
deities. Jeju women's tough lives have made themselves possess strong
desire to survive and lead them to devote to religious beliefs. In other
words, Jeju's poor environment created comparatively various goddess
myths and their religious space, and women are its main worshippers.

This thesis analyzes Jeju's traditional female deities--goddesses-and
reviews the Dang faith which now exists in Jeju with the religious
cultural view. Based on the analyses and the interviews with Jeju
women, it also focuses on Jeje women's identity.

While interviewing Jeju women, I found out that theoretical studies
in a study could be discrepant and isolated from reality. In other
words, I thought that just interviewing Jeju women could be enough to

draw out their identity and Jeju's critical myths. But I could realize my
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thought was totally wrong.

When I selected interviewees from the villages which have Dang
faiths and worship goddesses, I expected them have a pride and
positive views about their own goddesses. However, the result of those
interviews was far from my expectation. Therefore, I changed the way
of approach: I analyzed the relationship between Jeju women's lives
and their goddess myths, and reviewed its feminine quality existing
inside it.

In conclusion, when reviewing Jeju women's tough lives, I could
find out the beautiful stories of the goddess myths of Jeju could play
the role to conceal the cruel and poor lives of Jeju women, reinforce
them to endure their tough realities they were facing and contribute to

keep the oppressive social system for women

Key words: The Myths of Jeju Island, Jeju Women's Identity



