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Abstract

Investigating the Use of Language by Children of
Multicultural Families in the Jeju Region

Lee, Sanghee (Soonchunhyang University)
Ko, Younglim « Lee, Hyunrae + Jung, Taein (Sconchunhyang University)

This study examined the use of language in multicultural families and support policies
required for child-rearing through 99 migrant women in order to investigate the use of
language by children of multicultural families in the Jeju region. The main results and
conclusions are as follows. First, when asked about the Korean language skills of children
of multicultural families in Jeju, the most frequent response was "unsure” at 23.3%. This
was attributed to the fact that the children of over half of the participants (52.3%) were
1 to 2 years old, which is when children begin to imitate and learn language.

Second, Korean was the language most frequently used by the respondents to
communicate with their children. An analysis of the relationship between children’s ability
to use their mother’s language and respondent nationality showed that the results were
statistically significant (p < .001). Compared to children of Vietnamese families, children
of Filipino families were more skilled at speaking their mothers’ language. This was
consistent with previous research results which claimed that the child-rearing attitude of
the mother in a multicultural family is related to child development. Third, children’s
main communication target was the mother. When asked about reading books to children,
66.3% of respondents answered that they do not read often with their children. 68.6% of
responses indicated that family members did not oppose children learning their mother’s
language and when asked about the need for Korean language tests for the children,
52.3% responded that they are not necessary. These results may be interpreted as a
conservative attitude held in the Jeju region where family members are aware of the need
for foreign language education but hesitant to be open about multicultural families.

Fourth, most respondents were reluctant to suggest support policies required for
child-rearing. Future studies should review this from a variety of angles.
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