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Environmental Color Planning of Rural Villages on the Basis of
Natural Landscapes
- Focused on Jeju Special Self-Governing Province-

Kim hyun-sun*, Joo Jung-hee**, Yun hye-jin***, Kim na-ra***, Kim mee-sook***
*CEO, kimhyunsun design office, **Director, kimhyunsun design office
***Researcher, kimhyunsun design office

The landscape of a rural village is a complex of artificial and natural sceneries and contains
a characteristic that buildings and natural sceneries are perceived at the same time. Besides,
it has more low-story buildings than a cityspace and is often viewed from a high place
because mountains take a large portion of the Korean peninsula. After 1970s, however, most
artificial structures had been built without planning due to the rapid industrialization, and rural
villages had been painted to disorderly colors, ignoring the regional characteristics. Even
though the landscape planning has been recently introduced, coloring still remains merely as
a guideline in a process of planning the overall landscape in a region. Compared to a city
where a detailed color planning is impossible due to rapid changes in a city and a variety and
complexity of exterior materials, a rural village changes slowly and exterior materials can be
viewed as a scenery of a constant pattern. Therefore creating a concrete color plan can
effectively lead a rural village into a beautiful place. This study selected three representative
sites (sea, mountain, and harbor for each) from Jeju special self-governing province which is
the best vacation spot in Korea and contains all characteristics of rural landscapes, and
conducted research on the process of establishing color plans harmonious with the natural
landscapes of the sites. This study investigated and analyzed examples of harmonious color
plans with natural landscapes on similar islands of Jeju and examples in which material colors
of historic resources are kept alive. Through this process, those examples draw a conclusion
that an unified color of the roofs and the harmony with natural landscapes, especially with the
color of seashores are crucial. This study investigated and analyzed coloring by seperating the
natural landscape and the artificial landscape for each site, and the result was that using a
higher saturation than natural colors and chaotic colors destroys the quality of the landscape.
To solve this problem, this study chose colors extracted from the natural elements as the
identity of the corresponding site to become the basis of the color palette, and let people to
freely choose their own colors of their beautiful houses, considering the characteristics of
island village people that they have a strong pride in living in the island, have an active local
community, live in single houses, and think individual identities important. This study points
out that color planning will last only if color plannings in rural villages importantly consider
the harmony with natural landscapes and give freedom of choice to the residents, and if the
colors of buildings must harmoniously change in accordance with changes in time and

residents.

Keywords: Rural landscape, Environmental Color, Jeju Special Self-Governing Province, Roof

Color, Harmony



