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<Abstract>

A Study on "People in the Mountains” by
Ham Se-duk

- with focus on text issues and awareness on April
3rd Uprising

Kim, Dong-Yun

“People in the Mountains” by Ham Se-duk (1949~50) is a play that
depicts Jeju April 3rd Uprising. Particularly, it is worth drawing
attention in that it was published in a literary magazine, Literary Arts
while Jeju April 3rd Uprising was still going on.

Until now, studies on “People in the Mountains” have been
conducted on the presupposition that it consists of 2 acts and 3
scenes. However, act 3 and 4 have been found recently, thus a new
approach is needed. And it is also likely that this play is composed of
5 acts. Lyuk Chul-sik clearly says that it had 5 acts and 7 scenes,
who participated as a role of a messenger in the performance of
“People in the Mountains.” The overall content and plot makes his
argument convincing enough. This work was performed three times:
Haeju in 1948, Pyongyang in 1949 and 1950. It is assumed that the
existing script was completed after the 2nd performance.

Some of its characters are fictitious figures created hy its author
such as Bu Eul-na and Sam Ba-u, but many of them are related to
real figures. Ahn Jae-hong, Song Ho-sung, and Cho Young-hae are

real figures without any change. In case of Sunwoo Gi-seung and Bu
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Yong—chul, only their first or last names are changed a little. Kim
Suk-min and Choi Jin-ryul are thought to be the mix of certain
figures. It is safe to say that these characters are intentionally created
in order to underscore Jeju April 3rd Uprising is an Anti-American
unification struggle.

In this work, major events during this period are exaggerated or
sometimes omitted. Damages armed parties caused to police and right
wingers are exaggerated, and April 28 peace talks between armed
parties and national security forces are not mentioned. This shows
the intention to justify the cause of the building People’s Republic as
well as the uprising and struggle by setting the framework of good
and evil.

Despite these limitations, “People in the Mountains” is worth
attention because it shows the Jeju people’s life in the mountains
very well. Considering that this play is based on the witness given by
people who fought in the mountains and then went to North Korea, it
is safe to say that the life in the mountains depicted in this play has
considerable reality. Therefore, Ham Se-duk’s “People in the
Mountains” is said to be significant in that it concretely reveals the

life in the mountains during Juju April 3rd Uprising.

Key Words : Ham Se-duk, “People in the Mountains”, Jeju April 3rd

Uprising, 5 acts 7 scenes, the life in the mountains,

reality
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