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<ABSTRACT>

Women from Jeju Island Who Moved to

Japanese Factories in Colonial Korea

Suh, Ji Young

(The Korean Women's Institute, Ewha Womans University)

This paper pays attention to the labor experience of women
from Jeju island in Japanese factories in the colonial period.
Jeju island became the labor market for Japanese industries
along with its socio-economic crisis in the early modern
period. In 1923, with the advent of the ship 'Gundewhan', a
regular sea route from Jeju to Osaka was opened, which
enabled women from Jeju to cross over to Japan. In this
study, I look at Jeju women's motivation of crossing, the
procedures, the labor condition and life pattern after
settlement in Osaka, Japan. I wused written documents,
pictures, oral data, and in-depth interviews as the research
methods.

By capturing what happened through the factory women's
own voices and eyes, I illustrate the specific position of the
Jeju factory women as economic subjects in the urban
working place and as agents of their own life, beyond the
main representation of the factory girls in colonial Korea as a

sacrificial image in the racial and gender discrimination and

116 Comparative Korean Studies Vol. 18 No. 3



poor labor condition. This study will give a chance to
introspect the 'subaltern' as a historical existence, not just as
an ideological representation and reconsider the history
writing which has been performed by the perspective of
‘center’, through the new recognition of locality in 'Jeju

Women'.

Key words : Factory Girl, Jeju Women, Japanese factory, Osaka,

crossing, locality, modernity, subaltern
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