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Creative City in Peripheral Regional Context:
Jeju World Peace Island and Peace Industry*
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Abstract: Creative city has become a new urban development paradigm pursued by numerous local
governments in post-industrial era wherein culture, art and the creative class centered strategies reveal limits
in dealing with the problems of deepening socioeconomic polarization and environmental degradation. This
paper considers creative city not as a fixed norm or form but as a process divergent to restore regional
competence, and suggests a peace city adding peace to regional development for harmonious and sustainable
future. Jeju is the famous tourism destination while the peripheral island has harsh environment, was once
being the strategic military bastion during the Japanese rule, and suffered the victims of April 3 incident. In
2005, Korean government declared Jeju, Island of World Peace based on the geopolitical location and
resolution of the past sufferings. Recently the unique, conserved nature became the UNESCO designated
World Natural Heritage site. The peace island and natural heritage provide a foundation for peace tourism
learning peace between humans and human-nature interactions, and the peace tourism would be further
extended to peace industry. Jeju Island of World Peace could be a context-specific creativity of promoting
peace as well as increasing regional competitiveness.

Key Words: creative city, peace city, Jeju Island of World Peace, peace tourism, peace industry.
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