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An Inquiry into the Possibility of Jeju toward a Global Cultural Cityx*
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Abstract: Many cities of Korea in recent years are trying to change themselves into global city.
The global city can be estimated by several criteria such as political, economic, sociocultural,
and urban infrastructure, which should be applied to the situations of the Korean cities having
desire to become global cities. This study investigates and classifies the criteria, and applies
those to the situations of Jeju driving forward to Free International City. In particular,
focusing on the cultural characteristics such as diversity and openness of population structure
including foreign immigrants, successful international events, quality of residents?life, etc.,
This study interprets the meanings of global cultural city and inquires into the possibility of
Jeju to be the Free international city going with diverse and affluent cultures. The most
competitive factors for the success of global cultural city of Jeju are clean physical
environment and peculiar traditional cultures. Along with the peculiar factors, the universal
factors should be provided to the global cultural city such as global culture of
multiculturalism and practical plans to boost up the quality of the residents?l|ife.
Key Words: global city, cultural city, multiculturalism, identity, Jeju Free International City.
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