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{Summary)

A Study on the Aesthctic Characteristics of
the Cheju Stone Image : Dol-harubang

Yang, Yong-Bang
Art Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University
Cheju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Kim, Bang-Hee

The stone image, Dol-harubang, has played the roles of town guardian,
milestone, and object for wishing affluence to a town. But, recently, it's been
so damaged by time, road-widening works and a flood of cars that the people
must demand it be preserved in its original shape. The stone image which has
gone through such a long time with the Cheju islanders is made by typical
Cheju basalts which creastes lots of small holes around the bodies.

This stone image stands still without any facial expressions as it speaks for
the climate and spirit of Cheju, which confers dignity upon Cheju. The origin
of this dignity, not exclusive but having such a tolerlence as to embrace every
viewer with its smiling and even humorous appearance, has no foundation but
only some surmises which are insisted on by some related scholars, such as a
inflow of Southern culture, a transmission on Northern culture, an introduction
by a mainland’s totem pole or its spontaneous generation, etc, and owing to

its unsettled name, there have been several names but lately its name has

% A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education. Cheju
National University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of
Education in August, 1994.
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been settled on as Dol-harubang and protected as a local cultural property.

This study made it possible to recognize the value and significance of the
Dolharubang, which was an object of folk bolief and can give us a grasp
about the feelings of our ancestors in everyday life. Such feelings represent
the moderate consciousness of moulding and beauty.

The regional examination of such consciousness and the close analysis of
composure and beauty of humor, which are reflected in the statue’s image,
result in the recognition that Dolharubang is peculiar and various in forms
according to regions, and it is in harmony with its surroundings through the
expression of simplicity and emphasis. This also gives us such feelings that
the moderate and simple life of the inhabitants of Cheju island is well

expressed by the statue as well as their aesthetic-consciousness.
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