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<Abstract>

A Study on the effect
of Korean children’s traditional games
on elementary school pupils” pro-social behavior

- A study on elementary school pupils on Cheju Island -

Park, Yo-Chan

Educational Administration Major
Graduate School of Education. Cheju National University

Cheju. Korea

Supervised by professor Owan C. Lee

The aim of this thesis i1s to determine whether or not elementary school
pupils” pro-social behavior is effected by the learning and training of
Korean traditional games. This study is based on the following two

hyvpotheses:

(1) The group of pupils who are trained and directed to play traditional
games for this study show a more mature motive for pro-social
behavior than the ones who are untrained and controlled not to play

traditional games.

(2) The group of pupils who are trained and directed to play traditional
games for this study behave more socially than the ones who are

untrained and controlled not to play traditional games.
First of all, the 22 5th grade pupils from N Elementary School in Cheju
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citv are divided into two small groups (11 pupils each) in order to verify
the above assumptions. One group is trained and directed to play traditional
games, while the other group is controlled not to practice any traditional
games during the study. During the 10 weeks of the study, the pupils in
the trained group have play traditional games 8 times (10 hours in total)
and have taken group conferences 10 times (12 hours in total). When
processing the data, each group is put to a t-test (bv SPSS) to analvze the
difference in average values of pro-social behavior as well as the
motivation between the two groups. Each test, of course, 1s done twice,
before and after the study. Furthermore, I've employed a number of
strategies to evaluate their pro-social behavior; analvzing the features and
contents of their games in various ways, reading their answers to the given
questionnaires, observing their actions, and making a specific case study of

each group member.

The result of this study is as follows:

(1) When examining the questionnaires, the trained group shows little
difference between the pre-test and the post-test statistically in
regards to the positive answers about pro-social behavior motive.
However, the average value of the trained group is about 8 points
higher in the post-test than in the pre-test, while that of the
untrained group is about 1 point lower in the post-test than in the
pre-test. In addition, when examining the questionnaires, the trained
group shows little difference between the pre-test and the post-test
statistically in regards to the negative answers about pro-social

behavior as well. However, the average value of the trained group 1s



about 1 point higher in the post-test than in the pre-test, while that
of the untrained group is about 1 point lower. As a result, while
examining the positive answers in the tests, the trained group Is
proven to have a more mature pro-social behavior motive than the
untrained group even though the study was conducted for a short
period time - 8 weeks (ten game experiences in total). Judging from
this result, there is a great difference of the average values when we
examine the positive answers than the negative answers. This proves
that traditional games for children have a definite effect on developing

children’s pro-social behavior motive.

&

For the 'SHARING' acts of the ’pro-social behavior’ test. both the
trained group and the untrained group show the same level of the
average value. For the 'GIVING' acts in the same test, however, the
average value of the trained group is about 6 points higher than the
untrained group (the trained group: 13.7 points versus untrained group:
7.68 points). This result is statistically meaningful. Therefore, it is
proven that traditional games for children are effective on elevating

the level of 'pro-social behavior’ by 5%.

Accordingly, this study actually shows us that the development of
sociality in an affective domain is effected by these traditional games for
children. These games have an effect on pro-social behavior in spite of the
fact that Korean society at present is a knowledge-oriented society.
Therefore, we can and should spread and preserve these traditional games

for successful development of children’s pro-social behavior
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