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ABSTRACT

A Research on Proverbs in Cheju-do Reflecting
Cheju Islanders' Consciousness

By Ko Soon-guk

Advisor: Prof. Lee Hyun-soo
Graduate School of Education,
Chosun University.

The present thesis aims to show the features of proverbs in
Cheju~do and to draw the Cheju Islanders' consciousness from them.
It depends on the analysis of materials and the contents of 361
proverbs from Cheju Islanders. The materials of these proverbs
are the elements consisting of the contents, and are the things
or the structure itself organizing Cheju Islanders' living envir-
oniment as well. By classifying three spheres of natural, histor-
ical and social circumsstances, we can see the factors which have
influenced the information of Cheju Islanders' consciousness.

Cheju Islanders® living in an isolated island off the mainland
have cultivated wasteland, confronting such natural circumstances
as barren soil, lots of wind and rain, and a lot of rocks.

In addition, there were a great number of women in Cheju-do, which
made it difficult to cultivate the wasteland and engage in farming,
However, if Cheju Islanders had not overcomed such conditions, they
could not survive now.

For these reasons the women had to take the initiative in making

a living with endurance and a will of iron. Nevertheless, the
Cheju Islanders were destined never to escape from such man-made
historical bonds as the prolonged attack of Japanese pirates,

the long-continued pillage of Mongolian and of Korean public serv-
ants. In spite of many difficulties, they could not help living
by their own ways and making own ways early in life so that they
could survive-and that's what made the nuclear family appear in
Cheju-do,

The wisdom of life which they have realized reflects Cheju
Islanders' consiousness expressed in the proverbs, for they had
to survive in the midst of nature's threat and human tyranny. The
consciousness of endurance and fortitude, diligence, interests,
exclusion and precaution, cooperation and harmony, doing one's
duty, care in speaking, self-reliance, and destiny is the wisdom
and the secret of life which makes it possible to continue their
life vigorously despite many difficulties,
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