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Characteristics of proverbs in Jeju Do

THE GRADUATE SCHOOL OF
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Ko Jae Hwan

Summary

A proverb expresses the actual world instinctively
through human experiences, reflecting the features of an age
and the morale of a locality. As for Je-ju Do proverbs, they
are brought into close relation with circumstances factors,
natural features of Je-Ju Do. Such characteristics are owing
to an ocean-bound island and natural stronghold, three calami-
ties (from wind, water and drought), exploitation of corrupt
officials and wealthy landowners and invasions from other
races.

This thesis places the focus on extracting these charac-
teristics from 296 Je-Ju Do proverbs among 800 ones. The
result from the choice and analysis of the proverbs are as

follows.



1,

2,

Characteristics in form.

1)

2)

A story telling form and a historical meaning form:

A story telling form shows the aboriginality of
proverbs. It has transferred to other oral legend-
ary literature and become a folk song. Its length
is longer than the other, A historical meaning form
has local color native to Jeju Do which can be unde-
rstood through the knowledge of details and reasons
hidden among the proverbs.

A linguistical form and characteristic form expressed
by the end of words.

As for a linguistical form, it has many archaic
words expressed in languistic form in the 15c¢ or in the
course of changes, so that it plays important role as
datumn to study some courses of the changes. On the
other hand, the ending of words equal to the original
form of descriptive ending is expressed by four

styles.

Characteristic in an occupation.

An occupation was an important matter which has an

influence upon life and death of the islanders, so that they
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had to maintain their livelihoods by means of overcoming
several unfavorable conditions. The proverbs are showing
that the important occupations in Je-ju Do were agriculture
and fisheries, but the islanders attained self-sufficiency
through other jobs. Especially, 2.03% of the proverbs all
over the country have close relation to fisheries, and so do
more than 4.7%% of the proverbs all over the island. This
proves that the islanders had their diligent and strong
capacities because they had to earn a living by fisheries in
the ocean,

3. Characteristic in a material.

A subject matter of proverbs is very practical and is
chosen from the islanders' living enviromment, But a subject
matter almost consists of nouns, that is, concrete affairs
rather than ideological and abstract nouns. For representative
examples, persons, animals, instruments, plants, human bodieg
and natural objects appear in the order named. All of them
are sticked fast to the natural and environmental features of
Je-ju island. That is to say, proverbs have the life-styles
and the means to maintain islanders' livelihoods which were

fundamental factor for them.



4, Characteristic in the theme,

This is aimed at extracting the features of contents in

the proverbs. It consists of a living view, a ethical view

and fatal view. Each of them is subdivided into smaller groups

1)

2)

3)

a living view.

I subdivided 123 proverbs into 6 smaller groups,
utility, diligence, frugality, self-reliance,tenacity
and mental suffering by means of dispositions which
are reflected in the course of maintaing livelihoods.
These are based on the mentality of inhabitants in
Je~ju Do,

a ethical view.

It controls 4 smaller groups, speech and conduct, a
warning to the public, sympathy and fulfillment of
one's duty which aim at human fundamental attitude,
The proverbs on an ethical view are composed of 159
parts, forming most of all the proverbs.

a fatal view.

The islanders accepted their destinies human capac-

ities. The proverbs on a fatal view are composed of

23 parts, dealing with fortune, good or ill luch and



the future life, Especially, in Je-ju Do there are
proverbs on the future life which the Korean mainland
doesn't have.

In the end, the characteristic of Je-ju Do proverbs has
important significance on the point that by means of special
word-forms, they expressed the mode of life and mental attitude
of the old islanders who had confronted with natural and unfor-

tunate life enviromment.



