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ABSTRACT

A Study on Folksongs of Hallim-yup in Cheju-do
Yang, Jeong-In

Major in Elementary Music Education
Graduate School Korea National University of Education
Chung-Buk, KOREA

Supervised by Professor Byun, Mi-Hye

Modern society has promoted cultural exchange among localities through
the development of mass media, the uplift of the cultual level, and the
development of transportation. T hese changes bring about the equalization
among localities that have cultural characteristics. But these changes of the
times may damage the uniqueness of traditional culture peculiar to each
locality.

Folk songs that express living and emotion of people who live in the
region put vitality into wearisome labor and lighten its pain on the spot of
working. Hence, it is precious that we make a study about the fork songs
which have been combined with the life of the locality, preserve its
function and the words, and discover the meaning of them.

This thesis aims at contemplating the specification of the Hallim yup's

folk songs among famous Cheju's which have geographical and linguistic
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traits. The peculiarities can be understanded through the recognition of
performance, and the study of account and melody of words.

The musical peices written in the present study are the folk songs sung
in the five regions of Hallim yup, - Myung-wol ri, Gui-duck ri, Hallim ri,
Hyup-jea ri, and Kum-rung ri-, and are also the songs sung when the
residents working in the field, the sea, and the various situation.

The peculiarities of the folk songs in Hallim yup found through this
study are as follow.

First, the content of the words is divided into two types. One is the
content related to working situation. Though sung on the spot of working,
the content of the other is not related to the labor but express individual
life.

Second, in the musical texture, the type of the tune is shown as three
tones, four tones, five tones, and six tones. Among these tones, four tones
and five tones are main constituents of the pieces.

The melody, which is shown frequently than a skip in the musical
texture has a step motion within three degrees or progresses repeating
same tone. The tune of the regular beat has the characteristics as follows;
T he second syllable of the first section can be sung long into several notes
or can be sung into one stretched sound after the first syllable of the first
section is sung into one short note. In the tune of the regular beat, we
sing only in other words by the standard of one changdan. T he responsory
style has a repeated refrain in the part of a follow song. As the type of
cadence, major 2nd is most common or the repetition of the same note also
appears.

Changdan adopts, for the most part, regular 4 time and occasionally use
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binary time. The song develops with one 4 time as the central figure but
can involves binary or triple time as one time as intervals. There are
songs of the type mixed free time with regular time, and the songs of free
time form the paragraph according to the score of the words.

Third, two letters step is the most common in the words of the song
and the paragraph of the beat and the melody is divided by the meter. T he
number of syllable in one step is not fixed.

Finally, it is an onomatopoeia, personification, insertion of the voices,
repetition, parallelism, and simile that are used as the expression of the
words.

On the foundation of the study like this, It is invaluable for the
understanding of regional culture and the education of Korean classical
music that we exhume the folk songs combined with the lift and song of
the region, make their special study, and find their meaning.

For the preservation and succession of Cheju traditional musical resources
in the danger of the loss, what should be carried out continually is the
initiation of resources and the education about their preservation to the
students. It is most important above all to systematize Cheju tradional
music and to guide it in the school. And then the various and purposive

guidance should be followed.

A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Korea National
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University of Education in Partial Fulfillment of the requirement for the degree of
Master of Education in February, 1999.

- 89 -



