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<ABSTRACT >

Studies on the Word Formation in Cheju Shamanistic Epic
Poo, Hee-Suk
Korean Language Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University
Chejudo, Korea
Supervised by Professor Choe, Gyu-Il

This paper discusses some linguistic aspects of the language of Cheju

Shamanistic epics.

1. 1 chose to studv Shamanistic language for the following reasons :

First, the Shamanistic-epics is a dynamic scene of spoken language because it
is not a literary styvle but a colloquial style. Second, Shamanistic epics have
many words representing the whole field of culture so it is easy to gather the
necessary words. Third, the reoccurring pattern of structures in Shamanistic
epics makes it easy to illustrate the rules of word and phrase formation that I
chose to focus on.

I categorized words in ' BHMIEAMEERIRE, | TEEROKEIEID. | TSBKEORE L) |
TdaEge] AR, .

2. I formulated rules regarding the following.
(1) Compound Noun Structures
Xk, (Y - (X [YinIN

(XIn, (YN -+ [[XIvw A/3/Oloer [Yiviv

(Xlagv, [Yh = [ [Xlagv “/2/@loer [YN]
(2) Compound Verb Structures

Xlv, [Ylv - ([XW-21-/-32-1ag  [YIVIv

(X, [YIv - (X [YIvlv

Xlaw, [YIV > [Xlaw [YVIV

(3) Compound Adverb Structures
X (Y (X [Yilag

_‘624



(Xlagw [Ylagw @ [[(Xlagy [Ylasvag
Xlag [Ylag © [[X]ag [Ylaglaa
Xl (Yl : (XK [YiV]ag

XIr (Yk : [[XIg (Yl

3. 1 have described the usage of prefixes in the areas of morphology and
semantics.

First, the prefixes change in morphology according to the given root. Second,
the prefixes cannot be added to all words, ie. they have specific rules of
application. Third, the prefixes can no longer stand alone, ie. they are
inseperable. Fourth, the essential meaning of many of the prefixes has changed
in modem Korean. Fifth, the adjective created by the addition of certain
prefixes have a limited ability to modify nouns. Finally, I have noted that
almost a quarter of all the prefixes | studied have two or three syllables in
Cheju dialect.

4. 1 have described the usage of suffixes in the areas of morphology and
semantics.

First, the addition of a suffix to a word can change its part of speech, i.e. a
noun can become a verb. Second, the addition of suffix to a word is not always
possible as opposed to inflected suffixes.

Third, the addition of suffix can narrow or broaden the original meaning of
the word.

a. Rules of prefix structure

T X (YN
[[(Xrer [Yhly
(Xret [Yv Y = [NV]

b. Rules of suffix structure

Xk Yisw

Xl [Yisr

(Xlagv [Ylsur (XIx [Ylealy

Klag [Ylsr Y = [NV, Adv, Adj]
Xk (Y |

Due to the limited specific nature of the Shamanistic epics, I was only able to
classify a limited number of words. Given the richness of the Cheju dialect,
there are many words left to study from other sources.
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