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ABSTRACT

This study 15 a research of Jeu Island's representative Kut and
cultural dance number 71, the Gunpdonz Chilmuridanz voungdeung
Eut, and our objective 1z to analyze 1t from a dramatic and
svmbolistic point of view.

In this study, we present a problem with past research on Kut in
that it was based around a court dance and music . Kut can be seen
as a combination of Lnzuistical and non-linsuistical elements with the
regional religious characteristics. The mythological aspect of EKut
cannot be separated from its non—linguistical aspects such as time and
space, a tool used shaman, Kutplace, shaman, costumes and dance,
however, previous studies have focused mainly on a court dance and
music and the mythology behind Kut, As a result, we believe that it
iz important to study Kut in all of its aspects without focusing on a
specific aspect, and basing our research on performance text 1n order
to approach shamamnstic culture more accuratelsy.

We beleve an analvsis of one Kut with one performance text, 15 a
means of approaching shamamnstic culture. In other words, we are
using Kut in order to research an even bizger toplc, the shamanistic

culture 1tself. Therefore, this study can be seen as a study of Kut
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but at the same time, a study of shamanistic culture.

Based on the above stated purpose of this study, we chose
Youngdeung Kut as the subject of this study which 15 the most
important Kut in Jeju Island and also recogrnized as cultural dance,
mimber V1. This Kut i1z usually proposed by women divers and
fishermen who are shamanistic followers and this Jem Island
Gunipdong Chilmundansg Youngdeung Kut 1s held every vear in early
February and ends on the 14th with a religious service of farewell
sending away the Younsgdeung God. The dramatical structure of
Youngdeunz Kut can be seen in the dance that the shaman does
during the Kut. The dance in the Kut shows its dramatical structure
with 1tz strong i1ncantation  and symbolstic moves along  with
combative actions and the shaman of Jequ Island uses mainly turns in
the dance such as the big turn, small turn and turn in place. In
addition, when doing the repeating turn, the shaman alwaws turns in
one direction and then chanzes directions to turn the opposite way,
and this powerful change in direction seems to be characteristic of this
Eut. The dramatical structure of this Kut, iz shown in the rezular
repetition of the simple actions of the dance.

As a performance study of Kut, we not only studied the hnguistical
aspects, but our zoal was to analyvze the non-lnsuistical aspects such

as dance, a court dance and music , the tools used a shaman and
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Eut place. In order to effectively reach this goal, we decided to apply
svmbolizsm. Svymbolismm 1z one of the most basic tools  of
communication and also allows for the analvsiz of linguistic and
non-linguistic aspects of Kut.

Based on the above, this study can be divided into two larger
categories. The first 15 to study the backszround of Jeju Island EKut
with over 500 villages and 200 shrnne that have survived along with
1% thousand deities, through the period of Japanese colomzation and
elimination of traditional religion in Korea. The second 15 to analyze
the cultural significance of Younzdeuns Kut using Tadeusz Kowzan's
1% svmbol chart and Anne Ubersfeld's Dramatic Svmbolsm model.

This study will exarmune the dramatic elements of the entire
Youngdeunz Kut and then studwy the dramatic structure of the Kut as
well as observe the natural order of the drama from the structure and
then we will be able to explain the performance more accurately by
tving together the syvmbolistic and performance viewpoints,

However, we found that it would be impossible to create a text for
an accurate reenactment of Youngdeunz Kut because the performance
symbolsm 15 still in 1ts prelminary stage and the Youngdeung EKut
itself varies in from depending on the weather, the environment, the
shaman and the tvpe of performance. Also, the remaiming form of

Youngdeung Kut needs to be symbolically studied and compared with
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more academic studies in order to create a more detalled text, The
bigzest problem iz reviving Youngdeuns Kut as a representative part
of culture in Jeju Island before it dies out into being a culture of
bureaucracy. We must redefine Youngdeung Kut in its research, from
the previous a court dance and music based study to a more

dramatic based study focusing on the non-linguistic aspects of Eut.
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