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ABSTRACT

Analysis of Spatial Characteristics of Jeju Chilmeoridang Gut
Chum from the SamJae Theoretical Perspective

Ji-Hee Kang
Major in Exercise and Sport Science
Graduate School

Ewha Womans University

This study intended to examine the characteristics of Chilmeoridang Gut,
a kind of Korean exorcism, of Jeju Island in terms of Samjae theory, or the

theory of heaven, earth, and man by analyzing space.

For this purpose, analyses were made in terms of three space categories
: a Ceremonial space, a Personal space of shaman, and a General space of
shaman according to each of its characteristics during a Sincheonggwe
process of the exorcism in question. For this, the study analyzed video
recordings, Motif Writings, Choreometrics, and in-depth interviews, which
are based on theories such as Samjae theory, Jeju Chilmeoridang Gut, the

theory of space, and the theory of space analysis.
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The analysis of Ceremonial space was conducted through in-depth
interviews and video recordings analysis. As a result, the relation between
the altar, a shaman, and its followers turned out to be on sagittal
dimension with two-dimensional sides, with a shaman and its followers
located at the front toward the altar, which can be also explained in the
relationship with the spirit of Yeongdeung of the sea in front of the altar.
The altar is a fixed setting, allowing a shaman to have a free and intimate
relation on sagittal dimension neither close nor apart, utilizing the space
actively. Yet, the distance between followers and the altar was rather apart
on sagittal dimension, requiring the mediation of the shaman. In other
words, there is difference in distance according to each of its roles such as
a shaman or followers. The relations between the altar, a shaman, and its
followers is vertical relationship of heaven, earth and man when interpreted
in terms of exorcism space, though it looks the back and the front the
altar. That is, the altar is supposed to be above the head of a shaman
because it is a sacred place to enshrine the spirit. It is, however,
practically impossible that it is interpreted as vertical relationship.

This study also analyzed shamans’ movement space through in-depth
interviews, Choreometrics, and Motif Writing documents by CMA, an
expert on the analysis of Laban’s movement theory. The result is that
personal space of a shaman used both two-dimensional Sagittal Plane and
Vertical Plane for back and forth and right and left movements. There was
full of combining movements of three dimensions. The movements were
overall ambiguous, but an accurate direction is distinctive at the moment

of the ritual. Central Tension is another characteristic of the exorcism
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while both Traverse Pathway and Peripheral Pathway are used. In
addition, Domu, a rampaging dance, being possessed by the spirit, is
vertical movement, which signifies that the spirit is descending inside of
the shaman. Hoemu is a dance spinning on the spot, and it must take the
right and left turns one after the other more than three times.

General Space of a shaman assumes consistent twirling and modified
movement of Taegeuk or yin yang. In particular, the Taegeuk movement
appearing in the overall movements of the shaman takes the form of both
circles and modified circles. This is a differentiated form of yin and yang,
adding dynamics.

From in-depth interviews with the shaman, the state of possession is
concluded as a mental state transcending time and space. This could
become different according to individuals’ability, and the space for
exorcism is completed when a shaman and followers attend together, being
granted the significance as a sacred space.

It is concluded that the space for Jeju Chilmeoridang Gut is represented
a Four-Dimensional psychological space, a vertical space of 3 system, a
universal space of the 2 system of yin and yang and a ritual space for the
ideology of heaven, earth, and man. The spirit, a shaman, and followers
coexist dynamically in the space of Gut, exorcism. It is explained in the
transcending relationship between infinite space, the spirit and the shaman,
a space dividing universe through repetition of up, down, right and left,
and vertical space of heaven, earth and man in the Domu and Ceremonial
space, and a ritual space for unification.

As a conclusion, the characteristics of the space for Jeju Chilmeoridang
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Gut was identified, which is based on the ideology of heaven, earth and

man.
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