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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Forming Process of an Early Jeju Church

-Focusing on the Life and Pastoral Works of Dojong Lee-

Ko, Min Hee
Department of Church History
The United Graduate School of Theology

Yonsei University

This study addressed the formation of an early Jeju church with
illuminating Dojong Lee, who made an appearance from Jeju’s Church history,
as the central figure, and it also examined the ‘Jeju church’ from the
perspective of the Jeju Islander.

Considering the background of Jeju area, a distinct geographical
characteristics as an island, and all the derivative factors; culture, traditional
belief, community—-ship, and natural exclusiveness had made the Jeju Island to
be regarded as difficult terrain for a mission. There had been, despite the
geographical characteristics, however, missionary Iinterests and attempts
toward the Jeju Island, as a result in 1907, the Independent Presbyterian
church of Chosen passed the resolution, in tandem of its foundation, for a
dispatch of missionary to Jeju Island. KiPoong Lee arrived Jeju Island in 1908,
as abided by the decision, and he set about mission works with JaeWon Kim,

BongHo Cho who had already been converted to the protestant at the main
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land. The Jeju church had gradually grown with this effort in basis.

This study specially focused particularly on Dojong Lee for investigating
the forming process of an early Jeju church. Not only his symbolism as the
first pastor among the Jeju native(Jeju Islander), but also the characteristics in
his life and the pastoral trace shows that early history of the Jeju church is
interlinked with the personal history of Dojong Lee.

On handling the forming process of an early Jeju Church pivoting on
Dojong Lee’s pastoral activities, this thesis gave a detailed account on two
points. As first, the study investigated the meaning of Dojong Lee’s life and
pastoral works as the Jeju native pastor. He lived a life with the pious
identity as the native Jeju islanders, his mission works on foundation of the
Jeju Presbytery and the bible school shows his consideration what was the
most urgent issues both in JeJu and the Jeju church. The whole heading
process of the issue shows the independent identity and mechanism of Jeju
islander believer. Dojong lee’s sacrifice during the Jeju 4.3 incident signifies
the Jeju believer’s distinguishable attitude; constancy and steadfastness, thus,
life and mission work of Dojong Lee as native Jeju Islander is a subject of
great significance on the forming process of an early Jeju church.

As second, the whole study has inspected the messages that life and
mission work of Dojong Lee give to the churches and people of Jeju Island.
Dojong Lee had believed that all the believers in Jeju is the ‘people of
heaven’ who received the grace and love of God, thus they were the people
who should live as a true Christian. The only problem, however, in realization
of this dream was the mutual wrong awareness between the church and the
people of Jeju. Jeju church had considered belief, custom, and the culture of
Jeju as stubbornness, local identity of exclusiveness, and a savage cultural

orientation for a lengthy period of time. On the contrary to this, the Jeju
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islanders have kept the negative awareness on the Jeju church. They has
recognized the church where tried to eradicate the custom of Jeju and
transplant the external elements to their land, and they has also aware the
church as an assailant of the Jeju 4.3 Insident. The natives of Jeju Island and
the Jeju Church, however, share the common history that undergoing the
scars of Jeju together and dealing jointly with the crisis. Dojong Lee, as a
Jeju native pastor, accordingly, has the great implications in this respect of

understanding the Jeju islanders and their church.

Key words : Early Jeju church, Jeju islanders, Communityship, Exclusiveness,
Jeju 4-3 incident
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