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<ABSTRACT>

An Influence of 4 - 3 on the Education of Jeju

-~ mainly concerning the damage of educational institution --

Youn, Seok-Chan

History Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Jeju National University

Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Prof. Kwon, In-hyuk

Most of researches on 4 -3 has been mainly concerning the background of 4 -
3 and the problem of massacre of innocent people. There were very few
studies that had treated with 4 -3 in the field of culture, art, or home or in
the light of a women’s problem. Also the actual condition of the damage in
the educational side has never been investigated. This study aims at showing
how briskly school f{oundation movement had been developed in Jeju-do after
the liberation of our country and how 4 -3 had had an effect on the education
of Jeju, mainly treating with the damage of educational institution. The resuit
of this study can be digested as follows;

First, many teachers in Jeju took part positively in such an activity as Council
of People’s Commissars after the liberation. And ex-teachers, such as Kim
Dal-sam, Yi Duck-gu, and so on, took the lead in Jeju-do Branch of Nam-to
Party just before 4 -3 broke out. These leftist teachers tried to inspire the
spirit of self-government, national consciousness and the sense of oneness with
Jeju people including their students. Not a few ex-teachers with such leftist
leanings were among the leaders of 4 - 3. Also many of their students joined
them and became guerrillas. For these reasons teachers and students of
Jeju-do were suspected ideologically. As a result many of them were
victimized and not a few educational facilities were destroyed.

Second. after the liberation school foundation movement were briskly developed

all over Jeju-do. The number of eiementary schools increased from 52 just
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before the liberation to 95 in 1948. Its growth rate amounted 183%(national
growth rate, 121%). The number of middle schools increased from 2 to
16(national growth rate, 229%). Thirty three out of 43 elementary schools
founded under the rule of American Forces were built only for one year in
1946. The year was the time when the activities of the Council of People’s
Commissars were done most briskly. The investigations have shown that the
Council of People’s Commissars played a role in founding and managing
schools in the area of Dae-jeong, Hallim, Jo-cheon, and Ae-wol.

Third, until now nc investigation has been made into the damage of
educational institution by 4-3. But in my own way I could find out these
facts through every kind of documents and recordings in the testimonies;

Forty two school buildings were burnt down., six elementary school buildings
were pulled down and two middle school buildings were closed. That is, the
total of the schools damaged by 4 - 3 amounted to 50. Among 42 schools burnt
down were 39 elementary schools and 3 middle schools, which shows that 41%
out of 95 elementary schools in Jeju-do and 19% of 16 middle schools were
destroyed by fire. Twenty-five of them were destroyed by the guerrillas,
which amounted to 60% out of the whole burnt-down schools. The
rest(2dschools) were destroyed by the punitive force. The above-mentioned six
middle schools and two elementary schools were respectively pulled down or
closed by the authorities concerned. As a result, the education of Je-ju was
badly hit by both the guerrillas and the punitive force.

Even in a swirl of 4-3 Je-ju people did their best to restore the educational
facilities. To them the destruction of schools meant that of the community.
Also Their efforts to restore them meant the recovery of their sense of

onenc..- uf and their educational efforts to overcome the damage by 4 - 3.

% A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Jeju
National University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of master
of Education, August, 2001.
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