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SUMMARY

A Study on Mental structure of Cheju-Do
Islander reflected in Cheju-Do folk song

Kim Young-Don

The folk song is not f{ossilized, but it _remains alive vividly and is closely
connected with the life of the public.

The mental structure ©of Chejudoians reflected in the folk song is
extremely hard to research. The complete collection of the folk songs is far
more remote yet, and at the same time in each of the Cheju-Do folk songs,
the whole culture of life is permeated. That is because the slow growth of the
neighboring sciences makes impossible the analysis of the folk songs.

The characteristics of folk songs are the most popular among people and
self-satisfactory. Moreover it strongly plays a functional role. And also the
folk songs of one region express clearly the mental structure and pecularity
of its people. The folk song originated from the work song. If the folk songs
are considered to be sung when they are concretely needed, all the folk songs
can widely be interpreted as work songs. This proves that folk songs are
superior to other fields of literature such as creative literature and oral liter-
ature in their functions,

Almost all Cheju-Do folk songs are work songs when compared with the
whole of Korean folk songs. The resolute industry of the inhabitants of this
Island and the transmission of songs sung when grinding grains in large num-
bers made the Cheju-Do folk sgngs super excellent both in number and qua-
lity. The fact that an overwhelming number of the Cheju-Do folk songs are
work songs means that they are extremely actualistic in their true sense of
the word.

The content analysis of the Cheju-Do folk song reveals that they are actu-
alistic and realistic as well,

The same is true with the technique of expression. The concrete definiten-

ess, vividnaess, and realism underlie all of the Cheju-Do folk songs. The inha-
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bitants living on this Island have an unyielding belief even though they bhave
suffered from misery and sorrow., As a whole they prefer substance to appea-
rance, which is the manifestation of their realistic awareness.

As compared with those of Korea proper, there seem to be more Children’s
songs which show a stronger desire to reward to the animals and insects. And
if it is true that there are many Childeren’s songs like this, can’t it be said
that they reflect the utilitarian awareness of the inhabitants here?

If it is true that the mental Structure of the inbabitants revealed in the
Cheju-Do folk songs is considerably realistic, It is because they have experie-
nced many difficulties from the past to the present time.The barren farml-
and left the inhabitants of this Island petty farmers and the geographical and
natural conditions such as the strong winds, heavy rain, and drought made
taught them how to survive through miserable conditions.

Their historical and social conditions were also suppress by the heaps of
exploitation and oppression, To speak more concretely, they suffered a lot
from exploitation and oppression by the officials and the landed proprietors,
the naggings of the central government, the harsh offerings to it, hard com-

pulsory labor, the invasion of Japan, and the pillage of the Mongolians.
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