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ABSTRACT

An analytic study on the result of constructivism viewpoint museum
education by contextual learning factors

Jo, Woo Ri

Major in Museum and Art Gallery Education
The Graduate School of Education.

Kyung Hee University

When it would be assumed that learning in the museum is constructed as
the contextual connection of prior knowledge, experience and culture of a
person based on the objects in the museum, personal learning in the
museum is not achieved in an independent way but it is achieved by
continuously getting the influence from ‘personal context’, ‘sociocultural
context’ and ‘physical context’ and through the integration and interaction
of these three contexts. Therefore, museum education should properly
consider various contexts that have impact on learning because museum
education is not done independently in our living but it is done on the
continuous time line of the past, present and future around us. Though
current museum education is done as constructivist viewpoint education
with premises of situationality and contextuality based on museum objects,
case studies on what contexts work on learning of program participants are
considered insufficient.

In such a context, this study aimed to develop and apply a constructivism
viewpoint museum education, and verify by way of discourse analysis how
personal, sociocultural and physical factors suggested by a 'contextual
model of learning' are concretely reflected in the learning result of participants.
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The study procedures are as follows. First, existing literature on the
constructivism viewpoint museum education was investigated and the result
was drawn. Second, design principles for constructivism viewpoint museum
education were established based on the drawn result. A program had been
developed and the content of it was revised by specialist validity test.
Third, the learning effect of the program was analyzed by the three factors
in the contextual model of learning based on pre-to-post mind maps,
questionnaire survey and the content of post-interview.

Analysis results show that personal, sociocultural and physical contexts are
reflected in the learning result of learners who participated in the
constructivism viewpoint museum education program. The learners
participated in the program with motives such as interest or experience
before the museum experience, and built new knowledge through active
interaction between individuals and groups and reinforced experience,
experiencing joy and immersion. This study also confirmed that such an
experience can result in continuous interest and participation in a museum.
It implies that museum education should be learner-centered by reflecting
learners' life, culture, expectation and demand in education in the way that
museum experience is part of a learner’s life. Therefore, constructivism
viewpoint museum education with reality and contextuality is considered
valuable.

This study is meaningful as it confirmed the learning result of
constructivism viewpoint museum education through an analysis on the
three factors suggested by a contextual model of learning. Furthermore,
this study is expected to provide basic information for studies on museum

visitors and analysis on museum education effect.
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