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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Historical Awareness of Middle School

Students in the City of Jeju

Jang Eun—gyeong

Major in History Education
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Gweon In—hyeok

The wultimate object of history education is instilling ideal historical
consciousness into students and improving their attitude toward history.
To attain the object, how students make a progress in historical
awareness should first be figured out. The purpose of this study was to
examine how much middle school students improved in historical
awareness, what its characteristics were and whether or not their gender

made any differences to that. It’s basically meant to suggest how better

* This thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju
University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of
Education in August, 2004.
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history education could be provided in middle school.

The research questions were posed as below:

1. What is the basic historical awareness of middle school students?

2. In which stage do their historical consciousness belong to?

3. What are their outlook on history?

4. What affects the development of their historical awareness?

The subjects in this study were middle school students form the city of
Jeju. After a survey was conducted, the following findings were acquired:

First, the students investigated felt the high need for history education
regardless of gender, and they started to be interested in national history
in their second grade when they received history instruction at school.
Among different fields of history, they were most interested in cultural
history, and paid the least attention to the history of thoughts.

Second, as for their level of historical consciousness, they made an even
growth in every aspect irrespective of gender. They had a good view of
circumstances, and their senses of ups and downs, cause and effect and
the times and their outlook on development made a gradual improvement.

Third, the middle school students had little interest in local history, and
both boys and girls viewed people in general as those who created
history. But the boy students were more conscious of leaders or heroes
than the girls.

Fourth, both boys and girls pointed out school teachers as human

_62_



resources who fostered their historical awareness, but they had a different
opinion about material factors that affected their historical consciousness,
as the girls and boys respectively regarded textbooks and mass media as
what influenced their way of looking at history.

Fifth, the students were in want of audio-visual education to take more
efficient history instructions, and preferred a wide variety of experiential
learning, including field trips or visiting museums.

The above-mentioned findings illustrated that there was little gap in
historical awareness between the boy and girl middle school students in
the city of Jeju. To enhance their historical consciousness, school teachers
should try to become qualified and pay more attention to that. And mass
media should discreetly select programs, and field study should be

conducted in light of their historical consciousness.
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