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A Study on the Animated Storytelling of Jeju
{Samseung-Halmang Bonpury>

Kim Mi Jeong

Interdisciplinary Program of Cultural Properties
Graduate School of Chonnam National University

(Directed by Professor Na Gyeong Soo )

(Abstract)

Korea has created its own traditional culture, which includes all cultural
phenomena, which have been enjoyed independently and succeeded creatively in
a long-history. However, this traditional culture is at risk of disappearing with a
rush of new cultural phenomena in the contemporary society.

Although new cultural phenomena combine the industrial values of the nation
entitled the 21st cultural industry with culture, traditional culture has not found
various ways to create the values of cultural industry. In addition, some
intangible cultural assets have been vanished without connecting the
transmission of traditional culture in the diversified society by being obsessed
with the concept of archetype in the name of the conservation of traditional

culture. Accordingly, real problems like the disconnection of traditional culture
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can be caused by the recognition that traditional culture is remaining culture,
which is only found in the past. Therefore, we need to have an eye for seeing
another aspect of traditional culture, which is in accordance with the change of
our culture.

We need to endeavor to revive the true values of our traditional culture by
keeping the lLiveliness of traditional culture at the present point of time. In other
words, we should recreate living culture through the creative transformation of
traditional culture. Important thing in a knowledge-based society is the
development of a new cultural content. In accordance with such social flow,
traditional culture should create values of the present age. In this sense, it is
important to find appropriate materials for creation and seek for methods of
cultural content in the development of cultural content by setting traditional
culture as subject matters. The concrete discussion which is related to the
creation of cultural content is needed for the audience-oriented consumption
based on the cultural needs of contemporary people as a work of recreation as
well as the transmission of traditional culture.

In this regard, this thesis aims to find a way to utilize Bonpuri (the
narratives of each god’s history), which is Shamanic song in the field of
cultural content by analyzing the meaning and value of Shamanic song called
Bonpuri and transferring its genre to the animation story telling. It aims to
maximize the use of Bonpuri as cultural content by separating Bonpuri from
Gut, intangible cultural assets to the area of language transmission and
transferring the function and value as a myth into the animation storytelling.
By doing so, the use of Bonpuri, which is the heritage of intangible cultural
assets, is able to be dealt with from the perspectives of audiences, and it has
the possibility of being a natural transmission by adding recreational function as
a cultural content in overall culture, getting out of institutional transmission
problem of intangible cultural heritage.

This study chose animation genre among various expression media in
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storytelling of <SamseungHalmang Bonpuri> because it is judged that
<SamseungHalmang Bonpuri>is suitable as a cultural content targeting children.
The reinterpretation of contents in <SamseungHalmang Bonpuri> will deliver
the mythological feature of Bonpuri by drawing themes, which can attract the
interest of children and transferring the story into animation genre, loved by
children.

In other words, mutual interaction, which is the important feature of
storytelling, can attract affective sympathy of children. In addition, in a sense
that the cultural ripple effect of animation is wide, animation,
<SamseungHalmang Bonpuri> will be the opportunity to provide the basis for
audience-oriented cultural transmission of our traditional culture. Primarily, this
study analyzed the contents and meaning of Bonpuri and explored its theoretical
background from the perspectives of folklore, and introduced the concept of
storytelling, which is the original source of producing cultural content. In
addition, in the process of transferring Bonpuri of Shamanic songs into the
genre of animation, it applied <SamseungHalmang Bonpuri>to the cultural
content of OSMU scenario process to provide the basis for the creation of
animation scenario.

Chapter 1 says that creative succession of traditional culture should be made
and the transference into cultural content, which satisfies needs for the
enjoyment of culture should be performed through arousing the needs of
audience instead of a stuffed traditional culture. In other words, Chapter 1 refers
to the possibility of genre change into the animation storytelling as well as the
needs for the storytelling of Bonpuri for creative transmission.

Chapter II conducts a theoretical investigation of Bonpuri through the
concepts and classification of Bonpuri. In a sense that Bonpuri, which is
Shamanic song, corresponds to the concept of storytelling, this chapter sets
<Ogubonpuri> as a using case of a Bonpuri's storytelling. Since <Ogubonpuri>

1s the largest part of storytelling in Bonpuri, this chapter examined the
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transmission process of Bonpuri in the storytelling process of <Ogubonpuri>.

Chapter I examined theoretical background for transferring Bonpuri into the
genre of storytelling. As an archetype of culture, this chapter explored factors,
making Bonpuri as the storytelling of animation apart from the animation
characteristics of Bonpuri. In addition, this chapter tried to suggest the direction
of animation storytelling, which is a new way of Bonpuri by examining the
problems of animation storytelling, which sets oral literature or classical
documentary literature as subject matter.

Chapter IV explored the possibility of being animation storytelling of
<SamseungHalmang Bonpuri> by applying animation scenario, which sets Jeju
<SamseungHalmang Bonpuri> as original text to cultural content of OSMU
scenario development process. In this process, parts that are required for the
transference of genre from <SamseungHalmang Bonpuri> to animation
storytelling were examined.

Chapter V examined contents and meaning of <SamseungHalmang Bonpuri>
as a process of securing materials for the creation of animation storytelling
entitled <Search for Living flame!> from Jeju <SamseungHalmang Bonpuri>>. In
addition, this chapter investigated theme for treatment, character, subject matter,
incident, and backgrounds in the animation of <Search for living flame!>.

Chapter VI organized study contents and referred to the negative aspects of
cultural content of cultural archetype, storytelling. In particular, this chapter
highlighted the needs for the cultivation of manpower for the development of
specialized cultural archetype content and the importance of author’s awareness.

The value of Bonpuri in using storytelling by setting traditional culture as
subject matter should be reconsidered. Bonpuri is the story of containing the
worry and thoughts of ancient people about the origin. Therefore, the meaning
of Bonpuri should be expanded and reinterpreted for confirming the nations’
identity. Put simply, the transference into media which can receive the love of

the public, based on the wvalue of cultural asset, is keenly required. Bonpuri
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should be transferred to a visual image, which can give audiences entertainment
and fun with animation storytelling, which is quickly adjusted to the change of
media environment in accordance with the flow of current times. If it is not
transferred into animation, traditional culture cannot be reproduced from the
memory of the past to the memory of the present. Since people think and enjoy
under the influence of the characteristics of media, the method for giving people
enjoyment should be discussed further by producing the narratives of gods’
history integrally going beyond the performance of synthetic art of Bonpuri, or

Gut.
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